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Meany Asks Tax Cut Now 
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For Workers, Small 


| U. S. Prods 4 Steel 
iFirms Into Talks 


Pittsburgh—Contract talks between the United Steelworkers and 
representatives of four major steel producing firms resumed July 12 
in an effort to end the two-week strike. 

Separate conferences in Washington with officials of the U.S. Me- 
diation and Conciliation Service led to the first parleys since the 


Jobholders 
At Highest 
In History 


More Americans — 66.5 mil- 
lion of ’em in all—had jobs in 
June than at any time in the coun- 
try’s history. 

While the number working 
topped the previous record high of 
65.5 million established in August, 
1955, the number of unemployed 
was moving in accordance with the 
seasonal pattern, increasing by 300,- 
000 to 2.9 million. 


Layoffs Lower 

The report, issued jointly by the 
Labor and Commerce Depts., also 
showed continuation of a recent 
trend—while employment was go- 
ing up sharply on farms and in 
most major non-agricultural oc- 
cupations, it rose only about 60,000 
in manufacturing to 16,757,000. 

This was about half of the long- 
Tange normal seasonal increase be- 
tween May and June, and shows 
continuation of the- lag in. manu- 
facturing jobs that~has~ character- 
ized employment figures in recent 
months. They stodd*enly..180,000 
higher than in June 1955, 

The two departments attributed 
the modest increase to a lower rate 
of layoffs in auto employment, and 

(Continued on Page 2) 


USWA left the steel plants after the 


industry failed to make realistic 
proposals for a new agreement. 

Mediation Service Dir. Joseph F. 
Finnegan called the strike “an ex- 
tremely serious situation” but his 
agency’s intervention was the only 
recognition officially taken of the 
strike by the Eisenhower Adminis- 
tration. 

Industry Reluctant 

USWA Pres. David J. McDon- 
ald had indicated earlier he was 
ready to meet at any time with in- 
dustry leaders to end thé strike, 
which is slowly having an impact 
on the national economy. 

Industry leaders displayed no 
such overriding desire to see the. 
strike end until prodded by Fin- 
negan. Then, John A. Stephens, 
U.S. Steel vice president and leader 
of the industry negotiating team, 
said “we have never had any re- 
luctance to meet with the union.” 

The fullest support of the AFL- 
CIO and its affiliates was promised 
the Steelworkers on July 10 when 
the AFL-CIO Executive Commit- 
tee reaffirmed Pres. George Meany’s 
earlier pledge. 

“This shutdown was caused by 
the steel industry to satisfy its own 
ulterior purposes,” a resolution 
adopted by the committee declared. 

“The companies made certain it 
would occur by tendering a con- 
tract proposal tothe Steelworkers 
in the form of an ultimatum. The 
union sought to engage in genuine 
give-and-take bargaining. The com- 
panies refused, The union offered 

(Continued on Page 3) 


MISS ORGANIZED LABOR of Mississippi is Joyce Elder, entry 
of the Jackson County Central Labor Union in the contest held in 
connection with the Mississippi Industrial Exposition run by AFL- 
CIO unions in McComb, Miss. Miss Elder’s statistics, in case you’re 
interested, are 36-24-36 and she’s an office worker at Ingalls Ship- 
building Corp., Pascagoula, Miss. 
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(More photos on Page 5.) 


ICFTU Spurs Global 
Fight for Free Labor 


By Amold Beichman 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
has asked Congress for an imme- 
diate $3 billion tax cut to assist 
low-income and middle-income 
families and to help strengthen 
small businesses. 


In a letter to congressional lead- 
ers and to members of the tax- 
writing House Ways and Means 
Comimttee, Meany pointed out that 
the government rolled up a cash- 
budget surplus of close to $5 billion 
in the fiscal year that ended June 30. 


A modest tax cut for low-income 
and middle-income families and 
small corporations, he said, “would 
still leave some $2 billion” for fed- 
eral debt retirement. 


Cut Justified 


A tax cut now for these groups 
is particularly justified, he urged, 
to “stimulate the economy” in the 
face of declines in automobile pro- 
duction, home building and electri- 
cal appliances. 

“It is not clear whether (these) 
declines will persist for the rest of 
the year,” Meany wrote, but “in 
our judgment (they) look like fore- 
runners of economic difficulties.” 


Reminder to Congress 


Meany. reminded the congress- 
men that in 1954, when the gov- 
ernment’s budget deficit was about 
$3 billion, the Administration ad- 
vocated—and got passed—tax cuts 
for large corporations and for 
wéalthy individuals amounting to 
more than $3 billion. 

Treasury officials argued then, 
he said, that the proposed reduc- 
tions would “restore equity” to the 
revenue structure and “stimulate 
the growth of the economy.” 


Brussels—The semi-annual session of the Intl. Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions Executive Board ranged far and wide over the 
globe—Poland, Algeria, Cyprus, Spain, Africa, the Dominican Re- 
public—trying to see what free workers can do about the world’s 


“These arguments have greater 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Montana, Washington 


‘Wreckers’ 


Mt Snags 


Helena, Mont.—‘Right-to-wreck” proponents were handed a 
stunning setback in their efforts to put a so-called “right-to-work” 
proposal on the Montana ballot next November. 


A similar campaign in Washing-® 


ton has fallen short of the goal an- 
hounced by “right-to-work” back- 


m ‘is and may have gone down to 


defeat. Whether or not enough 
Valid signatures were mustered to 
get the initiative on the ballot will 
hot be known definitely until about 
the first of August. ; 

In Montana, when the July 5 
deadline for filing signatures sup- 
porting the initiative with the secre- 
tary of state rolled around, less 
than a third of the number required 

for certifying an initiative proposal 
to the voters had been obtained. 

The Montana Right-to-Work As- 


. 


sociation filed only 5,636 signatures 
as against the required minimum 
of 21,104. , 

In Washington, where supporters 
of the “right-to-work” law needed 
to file 50,000 signatures to secure a 
spot on the ballot, 4 claimed total 
of 64,376 names were turned in on 
the. last day. However, whether 
they can maintain 50,000 valid sig- 
natures still is in doubt. 

The secretary. of state of Wash- 
ington estimates that it will take 
two weeks to check the lists. He 
will not start counting the signa- 
(Continued on Page 4) 


hotspots. 


It concentrated also on the prob- 
lems of raising wages and living 
standards in already organized 
areas while introducing the message 
of free trade unionism to areas of 
the world just entering a latter-day 
industrialism. 

The week-long sessions, which 
also included a meeting of the 
ICFTU Consultative Council, 
moved from controversy to contro- 
versy yet managed, by and large, 
to resolve differences with some 

On one issue there was no con- 
troversy—the appointment of 
Charles H. Millard, Canadian. di- 
rector of the Steelworkers, as 
ICFTU director of organization. 
Millard will probably take over 
his duties in the fall. 


The board members stood in 
silence in memory of the heroic 
workers of Poznan, Poland, 
whose strike for bread and free- 
dom was ended by Communist 
tanks, machine guns and anti- 
aircraft gunfire. 

They challenged the Red gov- 
ernment of Poland to admit an 
ICFTU delegation to investigate 
the causes of the strike and the 
responsibility for use of armed 
force against the workers, and 
voted to help the families of 
those slain through the Intl. Soli- 
darity Fund. They also called 
upon the United Nations’ Com- 
mission on Human Rights and 
the Intl. Labor Organization to 

(Continued on Page 14) 


Read How Louisiana 
Killed ‘Wreck’ Law 


Within a period of two 
years Louisiana adopted and 
then repealed a misnamed 
“right-to-work” law. 

The drive to enact the 
“wreck” law was directed by 
anti-labor elements. The 
campaign to repeal the statute 
was conceived and executed 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, JULY 14, 1956 


<= 


“SUPPORT OF STEELWORKERS in their strike by AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany was reaffirmed by 
the organization’s executive committee in Washington. Meeting with Meany (at head of table) are, 
clockwise, Sec-Treas. William F. Schnitzler, Vice Presidents Harry Bates, Walter Reuther, James Carey 

- and David McDonald. Vice Pres. George Harrison was unable to attend the meeting because of an- 


other commitment. 


Matthew Woll, eighth member of the committee, died several weeks ago. 


$2.4 Billion 
Labor Dept. 
BudgetSigned 


Congress has passed and Pres. 
Eisenhower has signed a $2.4 bil- 
lion appropriation bill to run the 
Labor Dept. and the Welfare Dept. 
for the fiscal year beginning last 
July 1. : 

The compromise bill reported by 
a joint House-Senate committee 
jumped funds for medical research 
by a whopping 80 percent. 

Eisenhower asked an additional 
$24 million, the House raised this 
by $9 million, the Senate by an- 
other $48 million, and all these 
funds. remained in the final ear- 
marked $184 million appropriation. 

The Senate agreed to cut $5 mil- 
lion from the $130 million it voted 
for hospital construction. The 
House had slashed $19 million 
originally. 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics 
was allowed $200,000 more than 
the House voted, with $150,000 al- 
located for a study of retail-store 
wage patterns and levels. 


Bargaining Begins 
With Bell System 


Bargaining by the Communica- 
tions Workers with the Bell System 
are under way with preliminary 
talks covering more than 9,400 em- 
ployes of Western Electric, the sys- 
tem’s wholly-owned subsidiary. 

Parleys covering another 16,000 
Western Electric installation work- 
ers will begin in two weeks. 


Meany Asks Congress 


To Cut Taxes $3 Billion 


(Continued from Page 1) 
merit and validity today than 
they did in 1954,” he stated. 

“From the standpoint of elimi- 
nating inequities and injustices, 
it is time to give the low- and 
middle-income taxpayers some 
relief.” 

He specifically recommended 
that low-income and middle- 
income taxpayers either be given 
an increase in exemptions from 
$600 to $700 per person or that 
the tax structure be changed to 
reduce the rate on the first $1,000 
of taxable income from 20 per- 
cent to 15 percent. 


For corporations, he suggested 
that five percentage points of the 
present 30 percent “normal” cor- 
poration tax be shifted to the “sur- 
tax” bracket. 

This proposal, if adopted, would 
make the “normal” tax 25 percent 
and the “surtax” 27 percent. The 
surtax is payable by corporations 
with a taxable income of more 
than $25,000 a year. 

The effect of the change would 
be to assist the smallest corpora- 
tions now competing with giants 
and many well-heeled business op- 
erations. 

Meany cited, in regard to gen- 
eral business conditions, a recent 
study by the University of Michi- 
gan’s Survey Research Center indi- 
cating that “consumers intend to 
buy less in the months ahead than 
in the months past.” The Michigan 
studies, prepared annually and up- 


dated every six months, have been 


| “a fairly good forerunner of eco- 


nomic trends,” he said. 
Stimulate Economy 

“Total business inventories have 
continued to rise” while “total 
business sales have leveled off’ and 
“orders for new goods have de- 
clined in the last six months.” 

“A tax cut now would help 
strengthen consumer incomes, in- 
crease consumer expenditures and 
stimulate the entire economy,” he 
wrote. Over a year “the current 
loss in revenue would be made up 
by a growing and expanding vol- 
ume of goods and services.” 

“If a tax cut to restore equity 
and balance was possible in 1954,” 
a year of government deficit, “it is 
all the more possible today, when 
we have a $5 billion cash surplus,” 
he said. 


Former Sen. Myers 


Dies of Leukemia 


Philadelphia—Former Sen. Fran- 
cis J. Myers (D-Pa.), a New Dealer 
and a warm friend of labor and 
liberal causes while serving in Con- 
gress, died here of leukemia after 
a long illness. He was 54. 

Myers served three terms in the 
House, beginning in 1938. He was 
elected to the Senate in 1944, serv- 
ing as Democratic. whip, but was 
defeated for re-election in 1951 by 
the incumbent Sen. James Duff 
(R.). He was chairman of the 
platform committee at the 1948 
Democratic national convention. 


tion on civil rights legislation. 


SOCIAL SECURITY — 

Sen. George (D-Ga.) has introduced a revised 
amendment to the social security bill, HR 7225, 
to grant benefits to persons totally and perma- 
nently disabled at age 50. The amendment, de- 


Box Score on Congress 


CIVIL RIGHTS 
HR 627, the bipartisan civil rights bill, is sched- 
uled for House debate July 16. 
pected to be marred by the employment by South- 
ern Democrats of all the many dilatory tactics 
which House rules permit. The Senate Judiciary 
Committee has failed to make any recommenda- 


signed to meet critics’ objections that the social 
security trust fund might be endangered by dis- 
ability payments, 
to which those covered would contribute one quar- 
ter of one percent wages. The bill may be de- 
bated during the week of July 16. 


IMPACTED AREAS 
The House has passed unanimously HR 11695, 
a bill extending for two years federal aid to school 
districts where large concentrations of military 
personnel or federal civilian workers have created 
an undue burden on school facilities. 


Debate is ex- 


would set up a special trust fund 


Rubber Workers 
Poised For Strike 


Akron, O.—Employes of the Goodrich Rubber Co. were poised 
for strike action if the demands of the Rubber Workers for a pay 


increase were not met. 


“As the AFL-CIO News went to press, nine URWA locals in the 


Goodrich chain were supporting their negotiators with strike votes, 


Local 5 in this rubber center, 
largest of the Goodrich units, bal- 
loved overwhelniingly in favor of a 
strike after the contract expires at 
midnight July 14. 


Negotiations in Progress _ 

Negotiations were in progress in 
Cincinnati with Goodrich. The 
URWA pacts with the other mem- 
bers of the “Big Four,” U.S. Rub- 
ber, Firestone and Goodyear, ex- 
pire July 21. Union officials said 
these firms -would:also be struck if 
no new agreement is reached. 

Strike votes were taken by Good- 
rich locals in Los Angeles, Cadillac, 
Mich.; Clarksville, Tenn.; Oaks, 
Pa.; Marion, O.; Miami, Okla.; 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., and Riverside, 
N. J., as well as in Akron. 


Wage Question Only 

The Goodrich contract is open 
only on the question of wages, a 
union official said. No public an- 
nouncement has been made of the 
union’s demands or any counter- 
offers by the company in accord- 
ance with an industry precedent. 

The talks in Cincinnati were 
being conducted by URWA Gen- 
eral Vice Pres. Joseph Childs, as- 
sisted by Special Rep. R. C. Mur- 
ray. The union head, L. S. Buck- 
master, joined the parleys late in 
the week, leaving a meeting of the 
AFL-CIO Industrial Union Dept. 
executive committee in Denver, 


Dorchain, of ITF, 
Dies in New York 


New York—Willy J. Dorchain, 
U.S. representative of the Intl. 
Transportworkers Federation and 
a veteran of the international labor 
movement, di¢d here of a heart 
attack. He was 52. 

A native of Ostend, Belgium, 
and for many years a radio opera- 
tor on Belgian Line ships, he was 
a leader in the postwar fight of 
free labor to head off Communist 
domination of unions. 

He established the New York 
office of the ITS in June 1955, and 
had since been active in the cam- 
paign to improve wages and work- 
ing conditions of seamen. 


ae 


66.5 Million 
Americans Are 
Holding Jobs 


(Continued from Page 1) 
the reflection of the auto industry 
situation on primary metals, fabri- 
cated metals, machinery, electrical 
machinery, rubber and other trans- 
portation equipment. 

The unemployment figures do 
not reflect the current steel strike, 
which started after they were com. 
piled. 

The Census Bureau section of 
the report showed a work force of 
72,274,000, a one-month increase 
of 1,536,000. . 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics 
sector showed 51,542,000 at work 
in non-agricultural jobs. Contract 
construction increased by 190,000 
over May to 3.2 million, an all- 
time high. Smaller, but still sub- 
stantial, increases were shown in 
transportation and public utilities, 
wholesale and retail trade, the serv- 
ice industries and finance, insur- 
ance and real estate. 

Jobless Claims Up 

In a supplementary report, the 
Labor Dept.’s Bureau of Employ- 
ment Security said initial claims 
for unemployment compensation 
rose by 21,800 to 215,400 during 
the week ended June 30. 

New layoffs in auto plants in the 
seven major producing states were 
nearly 17,000, while about 9,000 
workers previously furloughed were 
recalled. 

During the week ended June. 23, 
unemployment compensation bene- 
fits were being paid 1,166,000 cov- 
ered workers, compared to 1,111,- 
600 in the comparable week last 
year. 

The BLS also reported that aver- 
age weekly earnings in June rose to 
$1 to a record high for the month 
of $79.40, an increase of $3.29 in 
a year. 

The work week of factory pro- 
duction workers increased by about 
six minutes to 40.1 hours, or 36 


minutes less than in June, 1955. 


King-Thompson Act Cited 
Against Striking Oil Union 


St. Louis, Mo.—The anti-labor King-Thompson Act has been 


invoked against 2,200 members 


of the Oil, Chemical & Atomic 


Workers striking against the Laclede Gas Co. here whose property 


was technically seized by the state® 


under the act. 

Attempts are being made by the 
State to secure an injunction which 
not only would ban picketing but 
might order the strikers to return 
to their jobs. 

The strike-breaking machinery 
of the act was set in motion by 
Gov. Phil M. Donnelly (D.) against 
OCAW Locals 8-6, 8-109 and 8-104 
who represent the utility firm’s of- 
fice, outside and supervisory work- 
ers. 

Ostensibly the move was made to 
insure service to the public, but 
the actual operation of the law, 
which provides seizure of struck 
firms by the state, has been to try 
and undercut striker morale. The 
law has been invoked on three 
previous occasions by Donnelly 
who was also reported to have in- 
junction action under consideration. 

Fines against the union and five 
of its officers totaled $120,000 
within a few days of Donnelly’s 
action, accumulated at the rate of 
$10,000 a day against the union 


and $1,000 daily against each lo- 
cal’s president as well as OCAW 
Vice Pres. Joseph Applebaum and 
Intl. Rep. William Winn. 

Winn contends that the King: 
Thompson Act is unconstitutional 
and that the strike is under federal 
rather than state jurisdiction. He 
said the strike began July 1 after 
negotiations broke off. 

At issue are pay increases, im- 
proved holiday and vacation 
clauses, the length of the contract 
and the company’s proposal to 
farm out some of its construction 
work in homes. The firm has also 
insisted on compulsory arbitration. 
The union is seeking a fact-finding 
panel. 


N. Y. Retail Employes 


Average $1.36 an Hour 


Albany, N. Y.— New York’s 
600,000 retail trade employes get 
an average $1.36 an hour, accord- 
ing to the Industrial Bulletin of the 


state’s labor department. 
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- (Continued from Page 1) 
to allow additional time -for nego- 
to extend its contracts for 15 days 
tiations without a strike. The com- 
panies refused. 
Pledge Assistance 
“When the companies in an in- 


dustry as vital to the nation as steel|f 


combine to force a fight with the 
union and-to attack the nation’s 
economy, then it is in the interests 
of all Americans that the nature of 
this fight be known and that all pos- 
sible assistance be given to the un- 
ion. On behalf of the AFL-CIO, 


we pledge that this will be done.” |} 

McDonald spent an hour and alf 
half with Finnegan the day before} 
the mediation head conferred with | 


industry leaders. Officials of the 


firms, McDonald charged angrily, |i 


“were showing no evidence of any 


desire to seek a solution” to the 


stalemate. 

“The steel industry forced this 
shutdown,” he continued,. “and 
we're ready to enter collective bar- 
gaining with the steel industry at 
any time at all.” He said it was 
“high time” steel executives “de- 
voted themselves” to the problem 
they had created. “They can’t hope 
forever to avoid their responsibili- 
ties.” 

Stephens emerged from his con- 
ference with Finnegan and declared 
his colleagues were “hopeful that 
some one of these days the union 
will realize the wonderful offer 
that’s been made and accept it.” 


Thousands Jobless 

Meanwhile, added to the 650,000 
Steelworkers made idle by the in- 
dustry’s refusal to grant a fair con- 
tract, additional thousands were be- 
ing thrown out of work daily as the 
nation’s supply of steel dwindled. 

Fabricating plants in some cases 
were reducing work-weeks and 
some industries were reported close 
to the critical point as stockpiles 
diminished. 


In the coal mining regions many 


Folsom’s Committee Blasts 
Lumber Firm ’s Strike Stand 


Montgomery, Ala.—Gov. James E. Folsom’s fact-finding com- 
mittee has issued a ringing blast at the W. T. Smith Lumber Co. for 
its attitude in a strike by the poset which begins its second 


U. S. Prods Four Steel Firms 
Into New Contract Talks. 


fighting for recognition. 


thousands were jobless as the de- 
mand for tonnage to feed steel fur- 
naces eased. This was especially 
true in “captive” mines, so-called 
because they are owned by the steel 
firms. 

One survey showed approximate- 
ly 100,000 workers idled by the 
steel shutdown’s affect on their own 
industries. Layoffs of railroad 
workers was estimated at from 40,-. 
000 to 50,000 and several thou- 
sand truck drivers were furloughed 
as a result of the halt in steel ship- 
ments. 

New York’s Gov. Averell Harri- 
man Said he was shocked by the 
manner in which Pres. Eisenhower 
had handled the strike situation. 
He added that the time for media- 
tion efforts is before the strike 
starts and not afterward. 


year July 20. 
Two locals of the IWA began 
their walkout against the firm at 


Greenville and Chapman after it 
was apparent, in the committee’s 
language, that the company “did 
not and does not desire to continue, 
extend, renew or amend, or make 
any contract with the union.” 
The. governor’s committee 
charged the firm with embarking 
on a program to “ultimately de- 
stroy the unions” at its two plants. 
It also condemned acts of violence 
growing out of the strike situation. 


The attempts of the McGowin 
family to deny they owned the town 
of Chapman, its police and its 
courts were ripped to shreds by the 
committee’s assertion that Chap- 
man is owned by the company “for 
all practical purposes.” 

“Town officials are also officials 
of the company. Extra town mar- 
shals employed after the strike 
(began) were hired and paid” by 
the firm, the committee found. 
“As far as the board was able to 
determine, all real estate in the 
town belongs to the W. T. Smith 
Lumber Co.” 

IWA Pres. A. F. Hartung said 
the committee’s report “completely 
unmasks the lawless and vicious 
attitude of the third generation in- 
heritors of this Alabama company.” 

The strike and the situatiog in 
the two company-dominated towns 
was the subject of a recent AFL- 


‘and Robert Rowe, were forcibly 


Civil Rights 
Suit Settled 
Out of Court 


Cullman, Ala—A _ civil rights 
damage suit for $500,000 brought 
by the Ladies’ Garment Workers 
against four businessmen and the 
sheriff here has been settled out of 
court, with the defendants’ apolo- 
gies to the union for having run 
two organizers out of town. 

The organizers, Patricia Eames 


removed to nearby Decatur and 
left there with a threat that worse 
treatment awaited them if they ever 
returned to Cullman. They were 
back the next morning, however, 
after reporting their kidnapping to 
the state police, the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, and Gov. James 
Folsom. —s, 

When the FBI did not press the 
case, the ILGWU instituted a civil 
damage suit, for $100,000 against 
each of the businessmen and the lo- 
cal sheriff on behalf of its staff 
members. 

Before trial, the businessmen of- 
fered a settlement under which 
they paid all costs and pledged in 
writing personally to guarantee the 
safety of labor staff members in 


POLITE PICKETING was the rule at Gary, Ind., where striking 
Steelworkers stood aside and waved “come on” to a foreman’s car 
about to enter the U.S. Steel Corp. plant. 
sonnel were permitted to enter and leave the strike bound plant. 
The scene_is in marked contrast to earlier days when the union was 


Some supervisory per- 


REGISTRATION OFFICE in McKeesport, Pa., was a busy place 
as some of the nearly 1,000 Steelworkers on strike in the community 
signed up to receive federal surplus food. The registration by strik- 
ers is a precaution against hardship if the steel industry forces a long 
shutdown in what the AFL-CIO has called an attack on the nation’s 


economy. 


Gray Co. Workers Handicapped— 
But Their Vigorous Strike Isn’t 


Hartford, Conn.—More than a third of the employes of the Gray Mfg. Co. are handicapped but 
it doesn’t affect their ability to wage a vigorous strike. 


ices "pag members of the Electrical Workers Local 297 went on strike June 7 after the firm 


said “no” to demands for a wage} 
sear With 38 percent of those 
employes having some physical 
handicap, labor relations at the 


plant were almost non-existent until 
the union was formed. 


“It was a shame the way those 


striker said, “but they had to take 
it, they were so glad to have any 
job at all.” 
Ditmars ‘Unusual’ 
Walter E. Ditmars, head of the 


people were pushed around,” one|.- 


company, Calls himself “an unusual 
president,” and goes to some lengths 
to prove it. Vacation pay is due, 
but Ditmars, taking advantage of 
a contract technicality, has an- 
nounced it will be paid only to 
those who were at work July 9. 

“We always suspect a tinge of 
communism on the-edge of any- 
thing like this,” Ditmars said early 
in the strike, blandly ignoring the 
IUE’s vigorous anti - Communist 
record. 

Ditmars has brought in an “as- 
sistant,” Col. William F. Heimlich 
of Washington, D. C., who says he 
is an “expert on Communists” and 
a consultant to the House Un- 
American Activities Committee. 

The company president also told 
strikers that Martin Hogan, an IUE 
international representative, was 
getting a $5,000 bonus for taking 
them out on strike. 


Spirit Is Admirable 
IUE responded quickly to both 
allegations and offered Ditmars 
$5,000 if he could prove the charge 
against Hogan or that the IUE was 
tainted by communism. The alter- 
native, the union said, was that Dit- 
mars give the union a decent con- 
tract. To date, Ditmars has not 
responded to the challenge. 
Hartford’s Mayor Joseph Cronin, 
a member of the Machinists, has 


taking sides in the strike. Cronin 
paused on the picket line to discuss 
housing problems with some of the 
unionists. Beyond that, he has 
made no effort to intervene in the 
dispute. 

Local 297’s President Mary L. 
Lewis said spirit is admirable among 


CIO News feature story. 


Cullman County. 


the strikers. 


also been charged by Ditmars with] ; 


ILGWU Provides Jobs 
For Serbin Co. Strikers 


Fayetteville, Tenn.—An ultra-modern clothing plant here is hir- 
ing strikers through an arrangement with the Ladies Garment Work- 
ers, an arrangement that is making union sympathizers out of Fay- 


etteville’s business and professional 
leaders. 

The strikers walked out of the 
Serbin Co. plant in April 1955 
when the firm refused to renew its 
contract with the ILGWU. The 
long strike has been marked with 
mass arrests and trials, injunctions, 
and violence designed to intimidate 
pickets. 

Find New Firm 

As the situation resolved into a 
stalemate, ILGWU officials looked 
about for a manufacturer who 
would provide work and a contract 
better than that given by Serbin. 
~| They found the firm in the Jona- 
than Logan Co., one of the coun- 
try’s leading dress producers. The 
Logan concern was seeking a site 
for expansion and had Fayetteville 
under consideration. 

Union officials welcomed ‘the 
move and promised every coopera- 
tion. The shop opened with 20 em- 
ployes, soon expanded to 100—all 
former Serbin strikers—and even- 
tually will reach 300 in the firm’s 
40,000 square feet of work space. 

ILGWU Southeast Regional Dir. 
Elmer T. Kehrer characterized the 
development here as “unique in the 
South.” It demonstrates, he said, 
“the constructive role of the 
ILGWU in seeking to provide jobs 
under union conditions for work- 
ers thrown out of work by anti- 
union employers.” 


- Attitude Changes 
“It gives the lie to the stock 
argument, used to frighten workers 
against the union, that the union 
comes to town'only to draw indus- 
try back to the North. It demon- 
strates that North or South, wker- 


ion’s purpose is to secure the jobs 
of its members and to insure that 
they work under decent condi- 
tions.” 


ever garments are made, the un- 


Kehrer noted the impressive shift 
in community attitude toward the 
union since the Logan firm an- 
nounced it would begin operations 
in Fayetteville. . Business, profes- 
sional and political leaders who 
have seen the ILGWU keeping faith 
with the city and its members have 
become pro-union. 


“We have given the community 
leaders clear-cut proof that it is not 
necessary for them to sell the labors 
of their neighbors below standard 
in order to keep industry in town,” 
Kehrer said. 


Meanwhile, plans are under way 
for a new organization drive at the 
Serbin plant. 


Screen Guild Wins 
$2 Pay Increase 


Hollywood—A basic increase of 
$2 a day is provided in a contract 


signed by the Screens Extras Guild, 
with all boosts retroactive to Jan. 2. 


Extra players in theatrical and 
television motion pictures will also 
work a five-day, 40-hour week in- 
stead of the former six-day, 48- 
hour week. The pact;-which ex- 
pires Apr. 1, 1959, sets an auto- 
matic 242 percent pay boost Jan, 
30, 1958. ’ 

Saturday work will be paid at 
time and a half rates until next 
Jan. 30 when it will call for double 
time. Movie producers will now 


pay general extras from $19.43 to 
$21.51 a day. 

Dress extras, dancers, skaters, 
swimmers and riders will get from 
$26.25 to $28.22 a day. Stand-ins 
will receive from $17.85 to $19.93 * 


daily. 
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U. S. Economy Needs Bolstering 
On Pay and Taxes, Meany Warns 


Philadelphia—The U.S. economy cannot long continue high over-all levels of sales, production and 
employment on the basis of rising capital investment alone, AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany warned. 

In an evaluation of the economy in the financial section of he Philadelphia Inquirer, he called the 
present economic picture “mixed,” citing high employment generally and large - scale joblessness in 
some individual centers, rising capital investment with its forewarning of increased production and 


“continuing weakness” in consumer® 
durable goods and home building 
markets. 

The “uncertainty” about the 
economy’s ditection, he said, is 
heightened by the growing distor- 
tion between the high rate of capi- 
tal investment and the weakness in 
consumption. 


Require Siectafiiinaliiy 
“Our economic system is based 
on mass markets for the sale of an 
increasing volume of goods and 
services,” Meany explained. “Con- 
sumer markets require strengthen- 
ing, if economic growth is to be 
resumed on a healthy basis.” 
Such strengthening requires “sub- 


power, he maintained. 

“That means wage and salary in- 
creases and improvements in fringe 
benefits,” he continued. “It means, 
too, that the general price level 
must remain at least relatively 
stable, with some price reductions 
in those industriés whose manhour 


| output is rising at very rapid rates. 


“It also makes urgent the long- 
overdue revision of the federal tax 
structure—a reduction in the tax 
burden of low and middle-income 
families and closing the many loop- 
holes which grant special privileges 
to wealthy families and corpora- 
tions.” 

$1.25 Minimum Needed 


In addition, he said, it requires 


Corporation Earnings 


Are Highest o 


n Record 


First-quarter sales and earnings of manufacturing corporations in 


1956 were the highest on record 


for the first three months of any 


year in U.S. history, the Federal Trade Commission and the Securi- 


ties & Exchange Commission re-®— 
vealed in their joint quarterly finan- 
cial report. 

Net profits after taxes amounted 
to $3.8 billion, 15 percent more 
than the $3.3 billion earned in the 
comparable 1955 period, but 7 per- 
cent less than the $4.2 billion net 
earned in the last quarter. 


$71.9 Billion in Sales 


Sales totalled $71.9 billion, com- 
pared to $65.6 billion in the first 
quarter of 1955 and $73.6_billion, 
in the fourth quarter, a decline of 
but 2 percent. 


The annual rate of profit on the 
‘money the stockholders actually 
have sunk in the corporations was 
12.2 percent. They got $1.7 billion 
in dividends, and the firms added 
$2.2 billion to their assets. 

In the first three months of last 
year, earnings were at the annual 
‘rate of 11.4 percent. The stock- 
holders got $1.4 billion, and assets 
climbed by $1.9 billions. 

The total assets of manufactur- 
ing corporations, according to the 
report, stood at a record $192 bil- 
lion on Mar. 31. This was $15.6 
billion more than on Mar. 31, 1955, 
and $1.9 billion more than at the 
end of the year. 


Small Companies Gain 

The over-all net profit picture 
was slightly at variance with the 
past. The largest firms earned 
slightly less than in the first quarter 
of 1955, but the small and medium- 
size.companies earned substantially 
more. 

All 23 industry groups covered 
by the survey showed gains in sales 
over the 1955 first quarter except 
motor vehicles, which were off 6 
percent, and instruments, down 4 
percent. 


Six of the groups showed lower 


_ met earnings than in last year’s 


comparable period—motor vehicles, 
lumber, electrical machinery, other 
transportation equipment, instru- 


- ments and leather. The others all 
- earned more, with the stone, clay 


and glass group showing a spec- 


. tacular 85 percent increase. 


Textile Workers 7 


_ Ask Import Laws 


New ‘York — Textile Workers 
Pres. William Pollock has suggested 
a meeting with Pres. Francis E. 
Grier of the American Cotton Man- 
ufacturers Institute to secure en- 
actment of legislation te control 
the rapidly increasing import of 
Japanese textiles. 


FTC Catching Up 
With Monopolies 


Complaints about monop- 
olies and restraints of trade 
have become so numerous 
that even the Federal Trade 
Commission is catching up 
with them. 

It issued 42 anti-monopoly 
complaints and 40 orders in 
anti-monopoly cases during 
the fiscal year ended June 30, 
according to a report to 
Chairman John W. Gwynne, 
compared to 36 . complaints 
and 30 orders in fiscal 1955. 
From 1944 through 1953, an 
average of 28 complaints and 
21.4 orders were issued. 


Missouri Rules 


GAW No Ban 
To Jobless Aid 


Jefferson City, Mo. — Supple- 
mental unemployment payments 
payable under the Auto Workers’ 
contracts with Ford and General 
Motors do not prevent the receipt 
of state unemployment benefits by 
jobless workers in Missouri, Atty, 
Gen. John M. Dalton has ruled. 


At the same time, he ruled that 
the funds created to pay the sup- 
plemental benefits are not taxable. 

The rulings were made in a de-|« 
tailed opinion prepared at the re- 
quest of State Rep. Raymond B. 
Hopfinger, which examined not only 
the contracts themselves and state 
laws dealing with unemployment 
compensation and taxes, but also 
court decisions. 

It held that the plan itself “ap- 
pears to be in keeping” with public 
policy as laid down in the Missouri 
Employment Security Act. | 

_“Certainly such supplemental 
benefits, ” it added, “are no less for 
the public good and the general 
welfare of the people of this state 
when voluntarily provided by con- 
tract than when provided by the 
state by virtue of the statute.” 


_|ume of goods and services, made 


increasing the legal minimum wage 
to-$1,25 an hour and extension of 
its coverage to millions of workers 
in large retail and service establish- 
ments, and a federal program of 
special assistance to communities of 
persistent economic distress. 

-“The actions of private groups 
and of government,” he concluded, 
“should be geared to building con- 
tinuing strength into our consumer 
markets. — 

“The health of the American 
economy at present, and in the 
long tun, rests on the ability ‘of 
consumers to buy. an increasing vol- 


available by | our improving capacity 
to produce.” 


U.S. Charges 
GM Operates 


Bus Monopoly 


Detroit—The U.S. Dept. of Jus- 
tice has charged General Motors 
Corp. with monopolizing the manu- 
facture and sale of transit and in- 
tercity buses in a civil anti-trust 
complaint filed in the federal dis- 
trict court here. 

The complaint also charged GM 
with conspiring with four bus oper- 
ating companies to monopolize the 
manufacture and sale of buses. It 
named as co-conspirators, but not 
as defendants, the Hertz Corp., 
National City Lines, Inc.; Public 
Service Coordinated Transport Co., 
and the Greyhound Corp. 

The Justice Dept. charged that 
GM has manufactured at least 65 
percent of the ‘buses delivered in 
the U.S. each year since 1952 and 
that its bus sales last year, amount- 
ing to $55 million, represented 
about 85 percent of all sales of 
new buses in this country. Between 
1925 and 1955, over 20 bus manu- 
facturers have withdrawn from 
business, the complaint said. 

According to the complaint, GM 
obtained its alleged monopoly by 
forcing competitors to discontinue 
or curtail bus manufacture, by ac- 
quiring power to control bus oper- 
ating companies and entering into 
requirements contracts with them, 
by agreeing to refuse to sell buses 
to competitors of favored cus- 
tomers and by giving favored cus- 


trial tranquility.” 


Washington Grange 
Fights ‘Wreck’ Law 


Walla Walla, Wash.—The: convention of the powerful Wash- 
ington State Grange has come out against the “right-to-work” ini- 
tiative, terming it a measure designed to boson labor unions and 
force unnecessary hardships on working peop 

The 700 delegates, representing 50,000 ‘Sam ee in Wash- 
ington, overwhelmingly approved a resolution opportg the meas- 
ure after brief but spirited floor debate. 

“The title of the so-called ‘right-to-work’ initiative being pro- 
moted by an organization known as Job Research, Inc. is very mis- 
leading in that it fails to show that the initiative is designed to 
break up labor unions,” the Grange resolution declared. 

Passage of the measure, it continued, would “result in a much 
lower standard of living and create unnecessary hardships on the 
ne ee ee eee Srey ae ee 


(Continued from Page 1) 


‘tures until July 16. Normally, some 


14 or 15 percent of names on such 
petitions are ruled invalid, and 
AFL-CIO officials in the state think 
there is a real possibility of keeping 
the measure off the ballot. 

Already some 500 persons who 
signed the Washington petition 
have written the secretary of state 
asking that their names be deleted. 
Their action came after the attor- 
ney genefal ruled that they could 
do so, because of the misleading 
nature of the name “right-to-work.” 


Even if the initiative should get 
on the ballot, however, the 63,000 
signatures claimed by the Wash- 
ington Right-to-Work Committee 
made a mockery of its earlier boasts 
that the proposal would obtain at 
least 100,000 signatures more than 
any other initiative since the state’s 
initiative law was adopted in 1914. 

To have fulfilled this prediction 
over 200,000 ‘signatures were 
needed. The 63,000 signatures 
claimed by the committee compares 
unfavorably with an average turn- 
out of one million voters. 

Pres. E. M. Weston of the Wash- 
ington Federation of Labor said 
that organized labor in Washing- 
ton, working through the United 
Labor Committee of which he is 
chairman, is confident of defeating 
the measure even if it gets on the 
the ballot. 


“Our hope that the proposal may 
be defeated before it gets on the 


tomers preferential prices. 


“non-sensitive” positions. 


fore a special committee of the 
Association of the Bar of New 
York condemned the security-risk 
program and proposed major re- 
forms. 

In a letter to the House Civil 
Service Committee, Brownell en- 
dorsed a bill by Rep. Francis E. 
Walter (D-Pa.) to apply security- 
risk procedures to all government 
employes, whether or not they are 


cess to secret information. 


Seek Reversal 

The Supreme Court on June 11 
ruled 6 to 3 that Pres. Eisenhower, 
in applying security-risk proced- 
ures to all workers, had surpassed 
his authority under a 1950 law. 

Federal employes not employed 
in “sensitive” jobs, the court held, 
could not be subjected to summary 
suspension or dismissal procedures. 


They can be fired but must be 
granted a hearing by a department 


Brownell’s action came just be-® 


ballot through want of sufficient 


Montana, Washington 
‘Wreckers’ Hit Snags 


signatures does not rest on any fear 
of the ultimate outcome at the 
polls,” he said. “We just don’t 
want the people of Washington to 
be disgraced by being made to con- 
sider a piece of legislation which is 
so distasteful to most people with 
common sense.” 

The Washington State Federa- 
tion of Labor, meeting in conven- 
tion in Olympia, was keeping a 
close check on the count. 

In Montana, supporters not only 
failed to get the necessary total of 
signatures state-wide, but they also 
flopped county by county. The 
needed number of signatures to 
qualify the proposal was secured in 
only 10 of the more sparsely popu- 
lated of the 56 counties in the state. 
Twenty counties entered no peti- 
tions at all. 


Must Meet Conditions 


"The successful fight in the Treas- 
ure State to kill the fraudulently 
titled initiative was led by Mon- 
tana AFL-CIO Pres. James S. 
Umber with the solid backing of 
labor groups throughout the state. 
In addition, the Montana Farmers 
Union, the state’s major farm or- 
ganization, and a number of minis- 
ters and prominent educators 
worked hard to inform the people 
of the real purposes of the union- 
busting proposal. 

“It is indeed gratifying to realize 
that the people of Montana are not 
interested in road blocks being 
thrown in the way of our state’s for- 
ward march,” Umber said. “Once 
Montana people were informed as 
to the disastrous economic effects 
the proposed ‘right-to-work’ law 
would have on the state they 
showed in a most effective manner 


that they would have none of it.” 


Brownell Pulls a Reverse on ‘Risks’ 


Atty. Gen. Herbert Brownell, Jr., threw Administration support behind a bill to reverse the recent 
Supreme Court decision outlawing drastic “security” suspensions and firings of federal employes in 


policy-making officials or have ac- | 


head, if requested, and in the cases 
of veterans be granted review by 
the Civil Service Commission. 

Walter in the House and Sens. 
Karl Mundt (R-S. D.), James O. 
Eastland (D-Miss.) and Joe Mc- 
Carthy (R-Wis.) promptly intro- 
duced bills fo override the decision. 

The three Senate bills have been 
tentatively approved in the Internal 
Security Subcommittee. Walter’s 
bill is scheduled for early action 
by the House committee. 

In a policy resolution adopted at 
the merger convention last Decem- 
ber, the AFL-CIO criticized the 
handling of the security program, 
charging that it had been “harshly 
and unfairly, sometimes tyrannic- 
ally,” applied against citizens. 

Labor Voices Concern 

The convention also expressed 
concern over the “ever-broadening 
scope” .of the security-clearance 
operation. 


Immediately after the Supreme 


Court decision, the Justice Dept. 
said it would comply fully with the 
intent. Brownell was quoted in the 
press as “rejecting as untrue” any 
speculation that the Administration 
might support a congressional move 
to circumvent the high court’s rul- 
ing. 

Brownell’s letter, nevertheless, 
for practical purposes endorsed the 
Walter bill. 

The report of the New York bar 
association committee said that the 
security-risk program should be ap- 
plied only to federal workers in 
policy-making positions and those 
with access to national secrets. 

If adopted, it would remove 
about 75 percent of government 
workers from screening procedures, 
abolish the Coast Guard security 
program covering merchant seamen 
aff kill the loyalty program cover- 
ing American employes of interna- 
tional organizations such as the 


United Nations, 
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~ | Mississippi Unions, Firms Combine in Exhibitions 


aa IE 5 7 - 


SKILLED MECHANICS were on hand to explain their jobs to the ® , a ae 

throngs who filed past more than 30 exhibits at the exposition spon- THE SMALL FRY had themselves some fun and the older spectators at the exposition felt some nos- 
sored by unions and firms in Mississippi. This workman is demon- talgia as they looked over the model of an old locomotive, the exhibit of the Illinois Central Railway. 
strating a section of prefabricated hardwood flooring. It proved one of the biggest hits in the show. 


= : é 


MODEL SHIPS, fashioned to the scale of the big vessels turned out 


xis- YOUNG AND OLD alike got a new slant on unionism as they took in the exhibits and listened to the by the Ingalls Shipbuilding Corp., Pascagoula, drew lots of attention 
rs speakers at the exhibition. Co-sponsors were the McComb Labor Organizational Committee and the from the thousands who attended the exposition, first of its kind in 
the Magnolia State. Only union-made products were featured. 


ple Ladies Garment Workers Union. The show ran for three days. 


Snes 


+ _ SECOND honors in beauty contest went to Marilyn THIRD place was captured by Janie Chapman, spon- RETAIL clerks from Pascagoula entered Gale Long 
he Smith from Ladies Garment Workers Local 507. sored by Communications Workers in Oxford, Miss. | who won fourth honors in beauty pageant. 
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A National Disgrace 


Te 6-year-olds who trudge off to first grade in September won’t | & 


understand. The 2-year-olds, in their play-peas, afe certainly 
unable to understand. 

We're talking about the disgraceful vote in the House of Represen- 
tatives that defeated the badly needed bill to provide federal funds 
for school construction. ; 

Perhaps when the 6-year-olds and the 2-year-olds are grown 
a little older, a little wiser, they'll be a little better. able to under- 
stand why their classrooms are so crowded; why, perhaps, they go 


to school only on a half-day schedule; why the quality of Ameri-— 


can education, a matter of national pride, has been steadily deter- 

They'll be able to trace at least part of the blame back to the House 
of Representatives, largely to the Republican Party and its leader- 
ship who were instrumental in defeating the school aid bill. ‘Those 
’ forces killed that bill in as cynical a display of Bites politics as 
the Capitol has seen in many a year. 

The political football they kicked around was the Powell amend- 
ment, which we think was an unwise effort to bar federal funds 
automatically from non-integrated schools. 

_- A majority of Republican congressmen who oppose federal funds 
for schools were willing to vote for the bill only if it contained the 
Powell amendment—because they felt certain the bill with the 
amendment would be killed in the Senate by a filibuster talkathon. 


A minority of southern Democratic congressmen was against the | _ 


school aid bill and all of them were against the Powell amendment. 


And while the fight was going on, the President of the United 
States—who has issued numerous statements about his belief in 
the need for better schools—remained muni, as if he neither saw 


nor heard the evil in the House. The “leadership” that might have — 


come from the Administration was completely lacking. 


O the reactionaries and the cynics got together, and in the en- 

suing parliamentary confusion, they “won” in the House—and 

the school kids and the national community lost the benefits the bill 
would have produced. 

To us, the vote on the school aid bill was a bitter and disappoint- 
ing affair—a lack of responsibility that will do infinite harm at home 
and will be certainly noticed abroad. 

Organized labor, which has fought hard for improving the public 
schools for more than a century, fought hard for this bill. We will 


keep up the fight—a fight which eventually, we know, the people} 


of America will win. 


America cannot afford to let its schools grow more crowded, 
more outmoded. And it cannot afford many more disgraceful 
votes like that in the House on the school construction bill. 
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Your Vote Can Do It! : 


By Henry Zon 
Dir. of Research, COPE 
This is the season of the political 
year when the poll takers flourish. 


the front pages of the newspapers. 
Politicians and political managers 
clutch private polls, for which they 
have paid vast sums of money, to 
their breasts. Advertising agencies 
and political parties keep charts and 
graphs, which purport to show what 
the public is thinking, under lock 
and key. 


Cloak of Mystery 


And over all this frantic search- 
ing of the public mind there is a 
cloak of mystery. The professional 
poll readers and takers talk wisely 
of “samples” and “halo effects” and 
“dispersion” and “weighted aver- 
ages” and “sociometry.” All of this 
is to lend authority to the final re- 
sult. 


When Labor Votes is the report 
of three Wayne University social 
scientists but is a report of a dif- 
ferent sort. 


Their work blossoms forth on- 


The readef is told plainly and 


| clearly how many people were ques- 


tioned—in this case 828 members 
of the United Auto Workers liv- 
ing in the Detroit area before the 
1952 presidential election and 351 
UAW members after the election. 

He is told how many were wom- 
en, how many were Negroes, what 
church they belonged to, how much 
their annual incomes were, where 
they came from, where their par- 
ents came from. 

The reader is told also what the 
specific questions were and what 
the specific answers were. 

He is told who financed the study 
—in this case the UAW through a 
grant to Wayne University—and 
what the conditions were under 
which the study was carried out. 
The university was given complete 
freedom in the conduct_of the re- 
search and in the publication of its 
results. 


Provides Yardsticks 

In short, the reader of When La- 
bor Votes has yardsticks by which 
he can judge the worth of the find- 
ings—yardsticks he is denied by 
the professional pollsters who play 
oracle on the front pages of our 
daily newspapers. 

The authors of the study come 
up with no hard and fast conclu- 
sions. 

They estimate that 73 percent 
of the auto workers in the Detroit 
area voted for Adlai Stevenson in 
1952; 24 percent for Dwight Eisen- 
hower. (The other 3 percent didn’t 
say.) Those who voted for Eisen- 
hower did so because they liked 
the man and because they were 
concerned about the war in Korea. 


Those who voted for Stevenson did |’ 
so because they liked his platform |. 


and his party and because they were 
concerned about such matters as 
employment, security and pros- 
perity. 
Voted in Agreement 

The Detroit auto workers, as 
most everybody else, were influ- 
enced mostly by television. Their 


‘When Labor Votes’ Is Outstanding 
Study in Field of Public Opinion 


greatest distrust was of the news- 
papers. 

On the whole, auto workers in 
the Detroit area voted in agreement 
with union recommendations, they 
trusted the recommendations and 
they support labor’s political activi- 
ties. 

“There is no support here,” say 
the authors, “for a picture of top 
level political maneuvering that 
lacks membership backing” —a 
statement that should, but probably 
won’t, put a stop to the verbal 
shenanigans of Sen. Barry Goldwa- 
ter (R-Ariz.) and his followers. 

Most of the study indicates that 
there are no black and white areas 
in the field of politics. Many ques- 
tions political scientists have asked 
themselves remain unanswered. 
Many other questions find only ten- 
tative answers in this volume. 

When Labor Votes is a useful 
study in a difficult area. Among 
the books in the public opinion 
field it is an outstanding work. 


WHEN Lasor Votes: A Srupy oF 
AvuTo Workers, by Kornhauser, 
Arthur; Mayer, Albert. J. and 
Sheppard, Harold L.; University 
Books; 352pp.; $5.00. 
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“tight-to-wor. ” law is a brilliant example of effective political activity. 


both the incumbents and their victorious opponents stood firmly for repeal. 


How Louisiana Labor Killed “Wreck Law 


Intensive Political Action Campaign 
Results in Voiding ‘Right-to-Work Law 


_ By Willard Shelton 
Baton Rouge, La.—The success of Louisiana labor in obtaining repeal of the state’s mislabeled 


It is a case study of what can be achieved through AFL-CIO unity, hard work at all levels of the 
state, and the horse sense to avoid political mistakes of the past and use the full resources available 
to. organized workers. 

There was a political fight in the state involving all state offices and candidates for the legislature. 
Labor benefited when a more liberal faction of e wr erecta party defeated the more commeryative 
factions. 

But labor did a large part of the job—on its own. 

What it did and how the campaign was organized offer tips for AFL-CIO forces in other states. 
where unions and union organizing campaigns are hampered, by “right-to-wreck” statutes and other 
harrassing legislation. 

The methods used by Louisiana labor may not be directly applicable in all other states but they are 
worthy of close study. 

The simple overall statistics show the result of the unity-and-work campaign. 

Out of 46 members of the state House of Representatives who voted in 1954 for the “right-to-work” 
bill and sought re-election, 20 were beaten. Ten out of 19 senators who voted for the bill were beaten. 
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Among 34 incumbent House members who voted against the bill in 1954, 19 were re-elected and | Saturday J uty ra Pca 


seven of 13 incumbent senators were re-elected. Even more important, in more than. a dozen cases, 


The story of how this victory was achieved falls into two parts. 
There was the overall campaign directed by the merged State Labor Council and its controlling 
seven-member executive committee. There was a separate operation in New Orleans, where 75 per- 
cent of union membership i is concentrated and the big job was to get people registered and to the polls. 


Unity Helped ‘Wreck’ Repeal 


Baton Rouge, La.—“The chief lesson to be gained 
from the successful repealer drive,” says State Labor 
Council Pres. Victor Bussie, “is that if you have real 
unity, real merger between AFL and CIO groups, 
you get results.” 

K. G. Flory, executive vice-president of the state 
council, points out that in Louisiana, “We merged 
effectively in May 1955 for the fight for repeal.” 

Concentrate on Legislature 

“We formed a united labor organization to fight 
the ‘right-to-work’ principle in 1954 and we never 
disbanded,” he adds. Real “merger” for the politi- 
cal fight came a year before the legislature was sched- 
uled to meet. ; 

There were, however, other factors. 

A key decision was to concentrate on the legisla- 
ture—to stay out of the fight for the governorship 
and other state offices and elect a legislature with 
members committed to support repeal. 

A second major decision for the State Labor Coun- 
cil was to create a seven-member executive commit- 
tee to centralize control of every detail of the latter 
part of the year-long drive—from the elections clear 
through the legislative session. 

In 1955 one-day meetings of union leaders were 
held in every congressional district of the state to 
lay out a program that everyone could support and 
understand, E. J. Bourg, State Council secretary- 
treasurer, says. 

With the executive committee appointed—Bussie, 
Flory and Bourg were among its members—the cam- 
paign included a specific effort to get help from leg- 
islative candidates in rural parishes (counties). 

“We would find some candidate who seemed to 
have a good chance to win against an incumbent 


Vote Campaign Paid Off 


New Orleans, La.—The registration-and-election 
campaign in this city, as well as other industrial 
areas, brought co-operation between the still un- 
merged Labor’s League for Political Education and 
the Political Action Committee. The campaign was 
vigorous, intensive—and successful. 

The Greater New Orleans LLPE covers four city 
and outlying parishes (counties)—Orleans, St. Tam- 
many, St. Bernard and Jefferson. 

Director of the LLPE campaign to unseat legisla- 
tors who in 1954 had favored the “right-to-work” 
law and to replace them with legislators opposed was 
B. Raynal Ariatti, business manager of Glasswork- 
ers’ Local 936 of the Painters and Decorators. 


The New Orleans leaders agreed with state leaders 
on the basic strategy of concentrating on electing 
friendly legislators and staying out of other political 
races. 

“It was a result of our own experience in 1952, 
when we tried to influence the gubernatorial elec- 
tion—and lost both the governorship and the legis- 
lature,” Ariatti says. ’ 

“We also studied the experience in Alabama, 
where a governor friendly to labor was elected but 
a ‘right-to-work’ repealer could not be put through 
the legislature.” 

The campaign headimasters was deliberately set 
up in the Fifth Ward, home base of former Rep. Al- 
bert Korrie, an 11-year veteran who was personally 
blamed for forcing the “right-to-wreck” bill out of a 
pro-labor committee in 1954. 

Questionnaires went to all candidates whose posi- 
tions were not known, Ariatti says. 


Where an incumbent had voted against the ‘ ‘right- 


‘impact it meant life and death to us. “i 


-promptly traveled the state calling personally on all 


_of the executive committee itself.) 


who had voted in 1954 against us,” Bussie reports. 
Support Friendly Candidates 

“We would present our case to him, pointing out 
that while in his rural area the law might have little 


“If he indicated that if elected he would be friendly 
and reasonable, we would support him.” 5 

With Louisiana’s elections finished, Bussie, Flory 
and Bourg produced another innovation: they 


elected members who had previously indicated 
“friendliness.” 
“It is impossible to overestimate the importance of | , 
this personal contact after the election,” says Bussie. | } 
“In the past, we who were responsible for the leg- 
islative program might not know half the members 
before the session convened,” he points out. “And 
we had not done the political work during the cam- 
paign.” : 
“We changed both of these defects,” he says with 
considerable satisfaction. 
There were other changes: 
In 1954, labor fought the “right-to-wreck” bill with 
a major publicity campaign and scores of protesting 
local spokesmen appearing before the legislative com- 
mittees. 


Played Down Publicity 

“It is essential to have a skillful full-time publicity 
man,” Bussie says. (It was Jack McCarthy, whose 
work was so respected that he was made a member 


But there was no major publicity campaign—no 
posters, no newspaper advertisements, no handbills. 
(Continued on Page 10) 


to-work” bill in 1954, he was endorsed, even though 
his opponents also pledged themselves for repeal. 
But additional assistance was given only when $re- 
quested. 

Taking advantage of a factional Democratic split 
in the city, labor tried to endorse against hostile in- 
cumbents whichever of their opponents seemed to 
have the better chance of winning. 

“We purchased the official registration rolls,” says 
Ariatti, “and had them available in headquarters so 
that local union leaders could check actual _registra- 
tion among their own members.” 

The headquarters rooms were lined with charts 
showing the city by wards and precincts, showing 
the “activities” that had been carried out—the regis- 
tration campaigns, sound truck parades, telephone 
and door-to-door calls, 

In New Orleans, with its solidly Democratic com- 
plexion and a system of run-off primaries whenever 
no candidate gets an absolute majority in the first 
primary, labor was also able to concentrate activity 
for the second primary. 


“In one senatorial district we found that 800 


workers in two precincts were not registered. But| wepye CENTER: Here scenes from headquarters of Labor’s 
between the two primaries, we got them to register— 1 h 
and the were — - —— in the second paLerhgel: bose ponders | i gsr pad 
gseereti oe be aia sn nea ‘on oe i oi law was coordinated. At top, left. to right, B. Raynal Ariatti, LLPE 
word of Sra omg they are soubessasile some- | President, and Louis P. Sahuque, State Labor Council vice presi- 
ee nce hero wd |e cs ees eects Ae eset ia. 
are not registered,” adds. ‘ rolls mus -and- . 
checked. , Bottom, smiles of victory are shown by Ariatti and Williams as they 
“We had our poll workers named well in advance. | point to two charts of election returns showing both labor-endorsed 
(Continued on Page 10) candidates as victors. 
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Bread and Butter Facts: chek 
Hospital Costs Hit 
Workers Pockets 


By Lane Kirkland 
Assistant Director, Dept. of Social Security 
fb Bevis rapidly rising cost of hospital services throughout the coun- 
try presents a growing threat to the real value of health insur- 
ance plans to which millions of workers now look for protection. 

In the case of service- type plans such as Blue Cross, this trend 
is reflected in higher premium rates. In the case of cash indemnity 
plans, it is reflected in the higher 
excess charges that members must 
pay out of their own pockets, over 
and above the benefits paid by their} 
plans. 

Unless a constructive solution is 
found, the purpose of these plans, 
to make good hospital care more 
widely available, will be defeated. 

During the past 10 years, hospi- 
tal costs have risen at the rate of 
from 6 to 8 percent per year. This 
exceeds the rate of increase in prices 
generally, and in consumer incomes. 
As a result, hospital bills are taking 
a deeper bite out of the. consumer’s 
dollar each year. 

Some of these cost increases cannot, and should not, be avoided. 
The wages and working conditions of hospital employes have long 
been notoriously bad. In spite of gains in recent years, they still lag 
behind wage levels and benefits enjoyed by workers in other occupa- 
tions, and should be further improved. 

xk kk 
eeenars the most critical source of rising costs, however, is the 
excessive use of hospitals for the treatment of conditions that 
could be cared for outside the hospital, or could have been detected 
and corrected at an earlier stage. 

Most health insurance plans, as well as the doctors who misuse 
hospital facilities, are themselves largely to blame for this. They 
tend to emphasize hospitalization and surgery in their benefit struc- 
ture, and to neglect preventive care and treatment outside the hos- 
pital. 

A Michigan study has shown that as much as one-fifth of the 
total cost of Blue Cross protection is spent on unnecessary hospital 
admissions and excessive stays. Faulty use of hospital care was 
found in as many as one-third of all admissions. 

Added to the higher hospital costs that result is the wage loss 
caused by hospitalization that stems from the failure to encourage, 
through prepayment, preventive care and “ambulatory” treatment— 
meaning treatment while the patient remains up and around. 

a: - 
HE solution does not lie in the curtailment of insurance benefits, 
as some have proposed, but in the extension of those benefits 
so as to provide comprehensive protection and care, outside of as 
well as within the hospital. The emphasis in prepayment plans 
should be shifted to outpatient benefits, preventive care, and the 
early diagnosis and treatment of conditions. 

This can best be done through the medium of out-patient clinics 
and health centers providing the services of physicians and special- 
ists on a “group practice” basis. 

The experience of prepayment_plans which do employ this ap- 
proach has shown that the amount of hospitalization required can 
be substantially reduced while, at the same time, the quality and 
quantity of medical care provided the member are greatly improved. 

In this way, necessary increases in the cost of hospital services |} 
can be offset by their lower usage, and prepayment charges, or out- 
of-pocket costs, to the members of health insurance plans can be 
held to a minimum. 


How to Buy: 


By Sidney Margolius 
F the store or service station that has the best values 
gives trading stamps, by all means take them. 

. But if you confine your shopping to stores that give 
stamps or products that have premiums attached, you 
very likely will pay more in the long run than you 
gain in premiums. 

Stamps and premiums are sweeping the country to 
the extent that con- 


are warning house- 
wives not to be daz- 
zled by the premi- 
ums to the point of 
losing their shopping 
judgment. 

A survey by this 
department shows 
that premiums at- 
tached to specialty 
products such as 
breakfast cereals, 
waxes. and tooth- 
pastes, are even more 
likely to beguile you 
into paying a higher 
price than the trading stamps now being given by 
many stores. 

In some cases, now that many mass supermarkets 
are giving stamps, you may get good comparative 
value along with the stamps. But the danger is that 
you will pass up good buys at other stores in order 
to accumulate stamps, or even be coaxed into higher- 
priced stores to get stamps, 

Both high-priced and low-priced stores are now 
giving stamps, and it will be costly to you to decide 
where to buy the family’s groceries on the basis of 
who is giving premiums you want. 

Ous investigation shows that the stamps offered by 
a typical large supermarket chain actually are equal to 
about a 2 percent discount. You get a book of 1,200 
stamps for every $120 of purchases, or, a stamp for 
every 10 cents you spend. 

A typical premium like a toaster that has a list 


Making Ends Meet: 


By Nancy Pratt 


ANY of us are torn between a yen for rich foods 

and a desire to keep our weight at a reasonable 
level. ton ae senses 
These conflicting desires are well illustrated in the 
pages of the women’s magazines. Page after page 


four or five pages of 
full color  illustra- 
tions showing tempt- 
ing new twists—with 
emphasis on cakes, 
pastries and ice 
cream sundaes, and 
the like. 

But then turn an- 
other page and you 
come to an article on 
diets, quoting alarm- 
ing statistics about 
the shorter life ex- 
pectancy of over- 
weight people, and 
promising that you 
can lose 20 pounds 
if you'll follow this or that new wonder diet. 

Surely you can’t follow literally both types of ad- 
vice. You can’t for very long experiment with new 
gooey concoctions on Tuesday and Wednesday and 
then spend Thursday and Friday practicing restraint. 


By Congressional Quarterly 

Congress has formally invited wild ducks to peck 
away at its mountain of surplus grain. 

The invitation is in the form of a bill passed by 
both the House and Senate and signed by the Presi- 
dent. 

The only obstacle in sight i is from the ducks them- 
selves. Will they turn their bills up at the grain no- 
body else wants and keep right on eating farmers’ 
crops during their North and South migrations? 

The Fish and Wildlife Service plans to find out as 
soon as the bill becomes law. The service will spread 
grain along migratory routes, especially in wildlife 
refuges, in hopes of decoying the ducks to dine there 
instead of in farmers’ fields. 

In other wildlife legislation Congress so far this 
session: 

Declared all-out war on the sea lamprey that has 
been destroying trout and whitefish in the Great 
Lakes by the ton. 


Pol is . — Agreed to spend almost a $1 million to encoura 
MRS. ANNA KELTON WILEY, widow of Dr. Harvey W. Wiley, | rout and base to breed in captivity, 4 


“the father of the first federal Food and Drug Act,” meets AFL-CIO/| passed a bill to let Eskimos sell walrus tusk in the 


Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler, one of the speakers, at the 50th| raw instead of requiring them to carve it up into 
anniversary celebration of the FDA. ivory trinkets first. 


sumer organizations — 


will present “new” or “fancy” dishes, complete with - 


Beware—Premiums Cost Money 


price of $20 but actually can be bought for $16 or 
even less at many appliance shops, requires 6% 
books, or total purchases of $750. 

This is a bonus worth a little over 2 percent. A set 
of dish towels worth about $1.75 requires one book. 
In this case the premium represents only about 112 
percent discount. - 

xk kk 


HIS writer compared the total cost of a list of 

30 food and household items at a large chain 
offering stamps, and one that doesn’t. The list cost 
$10.26 at the chain that doesn’t give the stamps, and 
$10. 48 at the one that does. The difference in cost 
is just about 2 percent, and equal to the value of the 
premiums. 

However, the chain giving the stamps proved to be 
approximately- equal in values offered to a third chain 
that does not give stamps, so here the premiums do 
represent a saving. 

The best money-saving shopping technique, and 
the one that trading stamps are aimed at coaxing you 
to abandon, is to compare values and specials offered 
by the different markets in your neighborhood each 
week and get to the store that has the best buys, 
whether or not it gives stamps. 

Premiums attached to individual products such as 
dry cereals have another and costlier aim—to get you 
to overlook the actual high cost. Perhaps the worst 
example is the highly-advertised- brands of breakfast 
cereals which use premiums as a device to get kids 
to pressure mothers into buying various brands. They 
use television heavily for this. purpose. 

This department’s investigation shows that the ce- 
real manufacturers plugging premiums most heavily 
are actually offering the poorest values in the food 
itself. For example: one rice cereal offering a comic- 
book premium is priced at 17 cents for a 4.5-ounce 
box compared to an unadvertised brand rice cereal 
priced at 19 cents for an 8-ounce box. 

Corn cereals offering various premiums cost typi- 
cally 24 cents for a 10-ounce package compared to 
18 cents for the 12-ounce package of an unadver- 
tised brand. 


Copyright 1956 by Sidney Margolius 


Blend Meals Around One Dish 


The soundest way out of this dilemma is to stress 
quality and variety in foods rather than merely quan- 
tity. If you can develop in your family an enjoy- 
ment of the values in foods—different tastes, textures 
and blends—trather than just an appetite for bulk and 


.Tichness in foods, they probably won’t have to search 


for wonder diets to control their weight. 


This doesn’t mean you should avoid rich dishes. 
By all means, experiment with recipes for rich foods, 
if you like, but be sure to balance them with non- 
fattening ones as well. If you do plan a rich dessert, 
select a simple broiled meat and non-fattening vege- 
tables for the main course. 


This type of meal planning not only keeps calories 
within reasonable limits, but also makes sense from 
a gourment point of view. Professional chefs will 
tell you that too many rich dishes spoil the total effect 
of the meal. Accent one dish and plan the rest of 
the meal to blend with it. In this way your family 
will not be attracted to rich food alone, but to the 


. overall pleasure of good eating. 


With all the different varieties of foods in modern 
supermarkets, there’s plenty of opportunity to ex- 
periment with new types and encourage your family 
to eat for taste and quality rather: than to think in 
terms of sweets and quantity. 

If a dish is well-cooked, properly seasoned, served 
at the proper temperature, and of good quality, it 
doesn’t need to be heaped with rich sauces and top- 
pings. Simplicity in food need not mean monotony. 


| DucksLuredtoGobbleU.S.Grain 


Agreed to build dams to make sure Georgia’s 
Okefenokee swamp stays wet enough to prevent fires 
there. 


Despite the off-beat nature of the bills, they have 
serious purposes behind them. 

Millions of dollars ride on the success or failure 
of the bill to feed wildfowl surplus grain and the one 
to wipe out the sea lamprey. 


Under the bill sent to the President any commu- 
nity bothered by the migratory fowl could get grain 
through the Secretary of Interior, from the Com- 
modity Credit Corp. to use as a decoy. The Wildlife 
Service intends to supervise the program to guard 
against duck baiting, putting out grain to get ducks 
within shooting distance. The feeding experiment 
would last three years. 


Pres. Eisenhower made the lamprey war official 
by signing into law the bill authorizing it. The chief 
weapons will be electrocution devices and lamprey 
poisons. 

With each female lamprey sites 61,500 eggs the 
one time in her life she spawns, the locust propor- 
tions will wipe out the $10 million a year fishing in- 
dustry enjoyed in the lakes unless checked. 
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Soup to Nonsense: 


Kids Pictures Involve Hassle 


By Jane Goodsell - another. Props must be moved so that the sun shines 
E bought a camera so we would have an en- © them correctly. Indoor pictures involved fiddling 
during record of our children’s happy childhood  270und with window shades and lighting. 
days. We have the record, all right, but it makes our In the midst of this hubbub, yor children are un- 
children’s childhood look about as happy as Oliver likely to continue playing calmly in their sandbox. ts 
Twist’s. One of them will probably leap up, shouting, “I 
In some of the pictures, the children are standing want to take the picture! You never let me take the 
in the front yard, picture!” - 
glaring defiantly. In Another child wili probably lose her balance and 
others they are sit- fall down, bumping her nose or skinning her knee. 
ting in highchairs You spend several minutes kissing-to-make-it-well 
sucking their thumbs while your husband fusses with the camera. 
or huddling miser- Finally the scene is re-staged, but it has lost its 
ably beside a snow- spontaneity. The children are back in the sandbox 
“man. Our Christmas because they’ve been told to—or else.. They no longer 
snapshots show them like it in the sandbox, and they don’t look as though 
standing by the tree, they like it. 
looking as © though You coax them into smiles by promising them ice 
Santa Claus forgot cream cones, and they obligingly bare their teeth to 
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them. the camera. They aren’t “doing something,” but it 
We didn’t plan our no longer matters. 
photograph album to You glance at your husband to give him the go- 


ahead, and he is once again adjusting the lens open- 
ing. “I should think,” you say in a menacing voice, 
“that you’d have figured out a simple little thing like 
a camera by this time.” 

He reiterates by accusing you of upsetting the chil- 
dren by fussing with their hair. “And get out of the 
light!” he adds. 

You get out of the light, and he clicks the shutter. 
Your smallest child is cringing back, her thumb in 
her mouth. The older is staring vacantly into the 
distance, her hair hanging in her eyes. They look 
like woeful, bedraggled captives. 

Your husband ‘ventures to say that the pictures 


probably won’t be very good. He’s right. They 
aren’t. 


be the tragic docu- 
ment it is. We start- 
out with high hopes, a pretty good camera and some 
nice, happy children. Moreover, we hada plan. We 
told each other that we didn’t want pictures of our 
children having their pictures taken. We wanted to 
show them “doing something.” 

This, we soon discovered, was not so simple. No 
matter what they were doing, they —_ doing it 
as soon as they spied the*camera. , 

If you think you can take a picture without your 
subjects realizing what you're up to, try it sometime! 
A tableau, charming to the naked eye, poses some 
pretty problems to the camera. People have to be 
rearranged so that they don’t throw shadows on one 


For Your Health’s Sake: 


Complete Medical Centers Best 


By Morris Brand 

HERE are approximately 50 unions with medical 

centers in which their members and in some in- 
stances their dependents obtain various medical serv- 
ices. 

Some provide only diagnostic laboratory and X-ray 
procedures plus examinations by physicians. 

“ge Some have a more 
effective program 
which provides also 
prevéntive and cura- 
tive services. The 
latter is obviously of 
greater value to 
members because it 
permits a continuity 
of care by the doc- 
tors who established 
the diagnosis. 

In the program 
limited to diagnostic 
services the union 
members must go 
with “diagnosis in 
- hand” either to his 
family doctor or find one who will accept the diag- 
nosis and provide treatment in accordance with the 
recommendations. 

No doctor worth his salt will or should or. can 
accept the diagnosis of another physician and pro- 
vide treatment without first duplicating (at a fee) a 
history and physical examination. 

Then granted that the physician’s physical findings 
are the same and he accepts all results of the cen- 


ter’s diagnostic procedures and does not have to re- 


ments are necessary. 

Occasionally other factors enter into the situation— 
for example the family physician may honestly differ 
with the center’s diagnosis. If he is understanding 
of the union member’s financial limitations he will 
discuss the matter with the center’s medical director 
in order to re-evaluate the member’s condition and 
prhaps perform additional examinations. 

On the other hand there are some instances where 
the family physician refuses to consider and accept 
the labor center’s diagnosis and insists upon repeat- 
ing all or some of the tests. If the union member 
discerns this either by attitude or obvious remarks, 
it would be advisable to discuss this with the center’s 
medical dirgctor and find a more cooperative phys- 
ician. 

Some union members follow up their center’s diag- 
nostic examination by going to a family physician as 
and when recommended. Unfortunately many do 
not do so—because in some there is an element of 
inertia, in some there is the fear of unpredictable 
costs of the unknown number of treatments on a fee 
for service basis, and finally there are some who just 
do not have the funds to pay physicians for further 
necessary care on a fee for service basis even if they 
wanted to follow the center’s recommendations. 

Again, as in previous articles, evidence is provided 
that in order to obtain the proper continuity of mod- 
ern medical care unions should seek to establish direct 
medical service plans which provide preventive, diag- 


nostic and curative procedures ona prepaid budgeted 
basis. 


ART AND BARTENDING are combined successfully i in the wom career of Lionel “Frenchy” Monda, 
bartender at the Machinists’ Memorial Hall in Milwaukee and a long-time member of Bartenders Lo- 
cal 64. Monda gets up at 5 a.m. every morning and paints until 9:30 a.m. when he goés behind the 
bar. He’s been painting only a few years but his progress has: been so rapid that his employess, Ma- 
chinists Cream City Lodge 1061, are considering sponsoring an exhibit of his work. 


quest additional tests, he will begin whatever treat- |} 
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Hollywood Observer: 
‘Moby Dick’ Triumph 
For Huston, Peck 


By Paul Patrick 


FICLLYwoon—a I can say is, and let’s hope it gets into sik 
before Winchell thinks of it, “Moby Dick” is a whale of a 
movie. 

It is a personal triumph for John Huston, the film’s producer and 
director, and Gregory Peck gives a performance that ranks among 
his very best. The photography is superb. 

But many persons, especially women, won’t particularly like the 
picture. 

For one thing, this movie just isn’t a Herman Melville “Moby 
Dick,” the novel that we read long ago, as much as it is a John 
Huston version of that classic. 

Huston, of course, is one of the great decdieti of our time, 
yet somehow, even though your Hollywood Observer would not 
have wanted to miss seeing this picture, he had a sense of disap- 
pointment that Huston did not 
capture better the real feeling of 
the “Moby Dick” of one’s imag- 
ination. Perhaps the masterful 
“Huston touch” was too strong 
this time. 

There is sea action and ad- 
venture galore and certainly ex- 
citement and suspense. It is a 
dark, stirring, violent melodrama 
we have here. But we don’t have 
the “Moby Dick” that we remem- 
ber. But perhaps that’s the power 
of the story—that it is subject to 
different interpretations. This 
one is Huston’s. 

More than $5 million was 
spent on this picture, it is claimed. 
It was made in England. If 
memory serves correctly, the pre- 
vious screen version of “Moby 
Dick” was made in Hollywood 
more than 30 years ago in the 
days of the silents and was re- 
leased under the title of “The Sea Beast,” starring John Barrymore. 

It’s difficult at this late date to compare the two versions. Cer- 
tainly the photography in the current “Moby Dick” is better. But 
the Barrymore version had things that Huston’s “Moby Dick” lacks, 
such as romance and some humor. 

Gregory Peck, as Ahab, the half-mad, one-legged skipper of the 
schooner Pequod who pursues the white whale ’til all except one of 
the crew are drowned, must rate consideration for an Academy 
Award for the best performance by an actor. The other principal 
actors—Richard Basehart, Leo Genn, James Robertson Justice, 
Orson Welles—also are excellent. 

* * * 
i; ARTISTS has purchased and will produce as a feature 
motion picture the story of Victor Riesel, labor columnist re- 
cently blinded by acid hurled in his face. 

Riesel has many friends in Hollywood and he is an honorary mem- 
ber of the AFL-CIO Screen Extras Guild. SEG has a small treasury 
but it recently voted to add $1,000 to the growing amount of reward 
offered for the apprehension and conviction of those seepapsible for 
the attack on Riesel. 

* * * 


a Ree leading Negro actors of the New York stage and televi- 

sion—William Marshall, Samadu Jackson and Ken Renard— 
have been signed by MGM for key roles in “Something of Value,” 
the Robert Ruark story of the conflict between natives and white 
men in Africa. Heading the cast are Rock Hudson, Dana wee 
and Wendy Hiller. 


The picture goes into production on location in Africa this sntonith. 


Gregory Peck 


#| The company will return to Hollywood in early eres to com- 
plete the film here. 


* * * 
EX AND MISS McADOO,” the Cosmopolitan magazine story 
by Adela Rogers St. John, has just been bought by RKO and 
will be filmed in color. It’s a modern comedy about a school 
teacher, most of whose pupils are race horse jockeys. Miss McAdoo 
comes face to face with sex when she tries to straighten out one of 
the romantic involvements of her pupils. 
Arthur Lubin will produce and direct. William Bowers will 
write the screenplay. 
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Real Labor Unity Helped ‘Wreck Repeal 


Legislature Key 
To Winning Battle 


(Continued from Page*7) 

“We played down the publicity, since we can’t pos- 
sibly outspend the big interests, and we found that 
the more quietly we worked the more effective we 
were,” Bussie and Flory agree. 

McCarthy’s job was to give professional advice to 
the executive committee and to send, each week, a 
terse, informative newsletter on the progress of re- 
peal to labor’s own leaders all over the state. 

When the legislature met and the repealer drive 
reached its height, other major decisions were made. 

“We cut out the rank-and-file ‘mass demonstra- 
tions’ before committees or at any other time. We 

‘had to explain to our own union business agents 
that they should stay away, but they agreed to trust 
our judgment,” Bussie says. 

“The result was that we got friendly comment 
from the press on the dignity, and effectiveness with 
which labor had presented its case. It’s the only 
friendly comment we got—the state’s big dailies were 
unanimously opposed to repeal—but we did get 

~ that.” 

The. executive committee never relaxed. — 

It met each morning for breakfast and strategy 
meetings and its members then went out to talk to 
legislators. 

“At no time was there any drinking with the leg- 
islators or any buying of drinks,” Flory says. “We 
had ‘no open room where they could be fed and 
given liquor.” 

“If they looked as if they wanted a drink, we 
sent them to the Free Enterprise Association,” says 
McCarthy dryly. “It was cheaper for us, because the 
lobby against us had to pay for the drinks.” . 


Were Plenty of Opponents 


When the time for voting came in both House 
and Senate, the executive committee got help from 
other union leaders to watch the floor, to make sure 
that all labor’s friends were in their seats when the 
roll calls were taken. 

There were plenty of opponents—the Free Enter- 
prise Association, the Farm Bureau Federation, the 
American Sugar Cane League, a thing calling itself 
the Right to Work Council of Louisiana. 

Fred A. Hartley, Jr., representing. the National 
Right to Work Council, was in Louisiana just before 
the legislative session. 

But labor had organized its forces effectively, and 
the executive committee working in this state capital 
had the complete cooperation of fhe regional AFL- 
CIO office headed by the veteran E. H. Williams, 
who for many years headed the state federation of 
labor. 


Vote Campaign Paid Off 


(Continued from Page 7) 
They knew where they were supposed to go and we 
made sure they were there. 

“We remembered that any one can lose an election 
in the last hour. We tried to service our people—to 
set up some place where they could get coffee and 
sandwiches. 

“And we made this service available not only to 
our own people but to all the poll watchers.” 

Labor did not neglect the so-called “silk stocking” 
areas, including. the Fifth Ward where Korrie was 
the principal target. “We printed yoyos with our 
candidate’s name, rang doorbells and passed them 
out to the kids,” says Ariatti—‘‘and we cut down 
Korrie’s plurality in certain areas and knocked him 
out of the legislature in the first primary.” 

. The cooperation between LLPE and PAC was 
not complete: in three cases they endorsed opposing 
candidates. But in each case one of the endorsed 


Registered, Informed Union Members 
Key to Changing Anti-Labor Laws 


If trade union leaders don’t explain to their people what the big issues are, then “so much longer 
are we going to suffer under the restrictions we have now.” 


That was the warning James L. McDevitt, co-director of the AFL-CIO Committee on Political Ed- 


ucation (COPE), gave recently to® 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: This seven-member group named by the Louisiana State Labor Council executive board 
spearheaded the statewide drive for repeal of “right-to-work” law, handling both the political and later the legislative 
efforts. Left to right, seated: E. J. Bourg, secretary-treasurer; Victor Bussie, president; K. G. Flory, executive vice pres. 


ident. 


Standing: Jack McCarthy, public relations director; LeRoy Landry, vice président; Louis P. Sahuque; vice 


president; C. M. Shaw, special legislative representative. 


The results: The House passed the repealer 57 to 
44, the Senate concurred 21 to 18, and Gov. Earl 
Long—as he pledged himself to do—signed the bill 
and made it law. 

One internal problem arose during the repealer 
fight: State Council leaders became convinced that 
they could not get the votes of rural legislators for 
repeal unless they agreed to a new, separate anti- 
union-security law covering agricultural workers 
only. 

H. L. Mitchell, president of the Agricultural 
Workers, charges that its members were sacrificed 
and said he would take an appeal to the AFL-CIO 
Executive Council. 

Bussie, Flory and others contend that less than one- 
fourth of 1 percent of the Louisiana labor movement, 
which totals nearly 250,000, will be affected by the 
new bill. They say the interests of the nearly quarter 
million workers were intimately involved in the gen- 
eral repealer and that the agreement with agricultural- 
area legislators was essential to get repeal for the 
quarter million. 


candidates was elected—and all three voted later 
for the repeal bill. 

On the other hand, the campaign was placed under 
central control and no individual understandings 
between local unions and candidates were made. 

“We have learned,” says Ariatti, “that political 
action by labor belongs to all of labor, not to any 
individual. The politicians learned they could get 
endorsements only by vote of our 20-member execu- 
tive board.” 

In the end Ariatti did on the local scale what 
Bussie, Flory and Bourg did on the state level—he 
took the repeal bill to every “friendly” legislator and 
once again asked support. 

“Our only real losses,” he says,, “were two in- 
cumbents in the House out of 24 members in the 
delegation, and three of seven senators whom we 


could not beat. Otherwise our delegation later voted 
solidly for repeal.” 


COPE Handbook Tells 
‘How to Win’ Elections 


The AFL-CIO COPE has just published a handbook “How 
to Win” which contains invaluable aids to help local COPE 
groups and candidates get their message across and win their 
elections. 

“How to Win” is the basic manual on organizing local 
COPE’s. It provides information on how to run meetings, 
collect voluntary contributions, organize precincts, register 
voters, choose good candidates, get women to participate, get 
out the vote—and even how to be a Wednesday morning quar- 
terback and interpret the results the day after elections. 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany says in the foreword: “It is 
my hope that this book will be of assistance in the great task 
the AFL-CIO has set for itself: To advance and promote the 
general welfare of America by effective political education.” 

In order to help pay the high printing costs, COPE is charg- 
ing $1 for each copy. Clip out the order blank below, put 
your name and address on it, enclose a bill, check or money 
erder to cover your order, stick it in a stamped envelope and 
drop it in the nearest mail box. 


Order blank for “HOW TO WIN” Handbook 


Enclosed is $..... for which please send me 


copies 
of the “HOW TO WIN” handbook at $1 per copy. 
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Mail to: Committee on Political Education, 815 16th St., N W., 
_ Washington 6, D. C. 


the New York State Federation of| istered and qualified to cast a bal- 


Labor’s 93rd annual convention in 
New York City. 


Answer Is Piain 
“You have the so-called ‘right- 
to-work’ act now in 17 states, and 
you have two states that restrict 
your right to political activity as 
a union. So we are not making 
any progress in my book.” 
He declared that the answer is 
“plain and simple”: 
“1—Check the list of our organ- 
izations and make certain every- 
body holding membership is reg- 


lot. The record indicates that in 
“2. Make certain that they have 
the voting record. We don’t worry 
much about how they are going to 
vote once they see how these rep- 
resentatives acted on méasures that 
are so vital to ther welfare. 
Highlights Records 
McDevitt also highlighted the 
extremely poor voting records of 
Republican congressmen from up- 
state New York who “take a pledge 
people of their districts” but who 
to represent the interests of all the 


“become the exclusive representa- 
tives of the Manufacturers Associa- 
tion and the monied interests of 
Wall Street.” 

Among those whom the COPE 
co-director mentioned by name as 
having voted against the interests 
of the people were Representatives 
Wainwright, Becker, Latham, 
Bosch, Ray, Coudert, Gamble, 
Gwinn, Wharton, Taylor, Kearney, 
Kilburn, Williams, Riehlman, 
Taber, Cole, Ostertag, Miller, Rad- 
wan, Pillion and Reed, and Con- 


gresswoman St. George. 


GOING 
PLACES 
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HELP ELECT 
LABOR’S FRIENDS 
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Page Eleven 


ITS YOUR 
ne ly gh 


THE PARLIAMENTARY SNARES when the House of Repre- 
sentatives killed the school aid bill were baffling, on many occasions, 
even to experienced members. 

But careful analysis of the votes” sana that the true purpose 
of the vast majority of the Republicans was simply to prevent any 
federal funds for school construction. 

They did not proclaim this. They couldn’t, since they wanted 
Pres. Eisenhower to run again (he had not yet announced) and Eisen- 


jhower had this year recommended school aid. House Speaker Jo- 


seph Martin voted for the bill on final passage—and Maftin is the 
man from whom the GOP Old Guard usually takes its cue. _ 

But the majority of the Republicans didn’t take their cue this 
time from. Martin. They took it from Rep. Charles Halleck (Ind.), 
Martin’s right-hand man of business, and the GOP members knew 
exactly what they were doing. 

Halleck took the floor on one occasion, after the House had re- 
jected an amendment to substitute Eisenhower’s plan for distribut- 
ing funds to states according to “need” rather than plain school 
population, ree iy i 

Halleck complained that since the Democrats wouldn’t adopt the 
President’s: plan, the bill was not “Eisenhower’s,” it was not the 
President’s “program.” And Rep. Samuel McConnell (R-Pa.) 
moved to recommit the measure to committee. 

On this motion, 149 Republicans voted to recommit. Their pious 
pretense was that they were supporting their President. 


BUT THERE WAS ANOTHER VOTE on another amendment 
offered by Rep. Ralph Gwinn (R-N. Y.) which showed up the true 
Republican feeling. 

Gwinn proposed to drop the “need” angle, to knock out all direct 
federal aid to schools, and simply to “rebate” to each state one 
percent of the federal income taxes paid from that state. 

Now this, if approved, would have directly reversed all the Pres- 
ident’s pleas for aid in accordance with “need.” 

The states most desperately in “need” of federal assistance are 
exactly the ones where per capita income is low and where the in- 
come taxes their citizens pay are also low. The richer states, with 
more industry and bigger populations and higher per capita income, 
would have got the gravy. 

Yet of the 149 Republicans who had voted to recommit the bill, 
almost exactly one half—74 of them—voted for the Gwinn amend- 
ment. They voted against the “need” formula they pretended to 
favor. 

They weren’t interested in passing a school aid bill. 

They were interested in killing it or at least in restricting it. 
they maneuvered so skillfully that they found an excuse for killing it. 


PRES. EISENHOWER’S OWN PERFORMANCE was an ex- 
ample of his ineffectiveness in the field of welfare legislation. 

The White House staff knew the bill was scheduled for a vote. 

Yet not until the next day did the word come from Gettysburg 
—and then indirectly through Press Sec. James C. Hagerty—that 
Eisenhower “still” wanted a school-aid bill. 

He didn’t send word to the Republicans before the votes. He 
didn’t say, never mind the exact formula, let’s take what we can 
get and pass the program. 

Nobody else from the Administration tried to crack any whips. 
Eisenhower waited until the thing was dead and then made the pro 
forma statement, through Hagerty, that he would like school aid. 

McConnell calmly observed that if this word had come the day 
before, maybe as many as 25 Republicans would have switched on 
the final roll call. 

If so, that would have been enough to pass the bill instead of 
letting it be beaten. The margin of defeat was exactly 30 votes— 
and 25 GOP switches would have carried the measure by a 20-vote 
plurality. 

That kind of performance i is what former Pres. Truman has in 


mind, one surmises, when he talks about Eisenhower asa “part- 
time President.” 


“Your toll is too darn high.” 


And 


Vandercook Says: 


(This column is sstdroted from the nightly 
broadcasts of John W. Vandercook, ABC com- 
mentator, sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to 
Vandercook over the ABC network Monday 
through Friday at 10 p. m., EDT.) 


HE House of Representatives has killed the school 
bill. It was a premeditated murder, and House 
Republicans must take most of the discredit for it, 

The much - discussed Powell amendment, which 
sought to enforce the Supreme Court’s edict against 
racial pean in the schools by blocking the pay- 
granting of any federal 
funds to school districts 
where desegregation had not 
been carried out,- merely 
served as a handy club with 
which to beat the bill. 

With a false parade of 
virtue, a majority of House 
Republicans first joined with 
a few liberal Democrats to 
accept the Powell amend- 
ment. Then most of the 
same GOP congressmen — 
this time with the support of 
more than 100 Southern Democrats—proved their 
hostility toward any school aid bill at all by lining up 
to reject the whole measure. 

The feeling against the federal government helping 
to support public schools, even to aid in desperately- 
needed school construction and repairs, seems to run 
deep and strong through the narrow channels of con- 
servative minds of members of both parties. 

So what had become a legislative plan to provide 


Vandercook 


Morgan Says: 


\Ike Silent on School Bill ‘Murder’ 


$1.6 billion for schools is-shelved, and America’s 
children in countless communities can go on dou- 
bling up, and go.on getting half-time education—that 
they may grow up to be only half-formed citizens. 

The invalid at Gettysburg, during the critical school 
aid debate, hasn’t said a single word. 


xk k 


ERHAPS to emphasize the fiction that the Amer- 
ican republic is in strong and capable hands once 
more, and that the future holds no perils, Vice Pres. 
Nixon is extending his trip to the Far East. It was 
announced at Gettysburg that Nixon will visit our 
difficult ward Chiang Kai-shek on the island of For- 
mosa—following the vice president’s appearances in 
the Philippines and Vietnam.. The invitation came 
from the exiled Chinese generalissimo- himseif and 


Pres. Eisenhower asked Mr. Nixon to accept. 


Quincy Howe Takes Over 
For Vacationing Vandercock 


John W. Vandercook, news analyst for the 
American Broadcasting Co., sponsored by the 
AFL-CIO, Monday to Friday, at 10 p. m., 
EDT, goes on vacation for three weeks begin- 
ning Monday, July 16. 

Quincy Howe, veteran news analyst, who 
was moderator for the AFL television program, 
Both Sides, on ABC-TV, will substitute for 
’ Vandercook. Howe, formerly with CBS, is the 
author of a number of books and magazine 
articles. 


Air Traffic System Overtaxed 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of Edward P. Morgan, ABC com- 
mentator, sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to 
Morgan over the ABC network Monday through 
Friday at 7 p. m., EDT.) 


AN is still basically a land animal. We claim to 
have conquered the water around us and the sky 
above but when there is a disaster at sea or in the air 
we show how thinly we believe our claims by clinging 
in horrified fascination to the awful drama of the 
accident. Tragedies that happen on the ground, auto 
traffic deaths for instance, 
move us far less. 

We are already cluttering 
the air with an astoundingly 
heavy moving population, 
however, and it is necessary 
to look hard and searchingly 
at the problems this mount- 
ing. roar of transport over- 
head presents. Presumably 
the double catastrophe over 
the Grand Canyon will 
quicken our approach to 
these problems which up to 


Morgan 
now has been somewhat casual and confused. 

The point is that our air traffic system has become 
so overtaxed under present control facilities that the 
experts are grimly surprised that a major collision 
hasn’t happened above some major airport long be- 
fore this. 


As We See It: 
Fast Atom Power 


HE Atomic Energy Commission must start 

. promptly on the design and construction of devel- 

opmental atomic power plants if the U.S. is not to 

turn over the lead in development of atomic energy 
for peaceful production to the Soviet Union, 

Rep. Chet Holifield (D-Calif.) called for the action 


on the AFL-CIO program, As We See It, heard over 
the American Broadcasting Co. radio network. 


Committee on Atomic Energy, which reported out 
14-0 the Gore-Holifield bill authorizing the AEC to 
spend $400 million in the next five years to fects 
“four or five large-scale reactors.” 

“Loss of leadership to the Soviets in the field would 
be a catastrophe,” Holifield said. “The Russians have 
had a 5,000 kilowatt atomic power plant in operation 
for two years, and they have a plan for the develop- 
ment of 2 million kilowatts by 1960. 


“The United States, on the other hand, which in- 


vited private industry to take a hand almost two years 


Holifield is a member of the Joint Congressional | 


A government study of the situation, released by 
the Bureau of the Budget six months ago, revealed the 
frightening statistic that there is an average of four 
near-collisions reported by the airlines every day. 


xk k* 


HEN a commercial plane is flying on instru- 

ments through bad weather the CAA surrounds 
it with a huge “cocoon” of reserved airspace, about 
100 miles long, 2,000 thick and 10 miles wide. But 
because of the apparent looseness of visual flight 
rules, the report says “. . . all types of aircraft from ~ 
Piper Cubs to jet fighters may be milling around in 
the airspace in various kinds of weather with their 
pilots relying largely on their eyesight and luck to 
keep them from running into each other.” 


On the whole the airlines have an enviable and 
generally improving safety record. In 1955 passen- 
ger fatalities on domestic scheduled lines averaged 
less than one person per 100 million passenger miles 
flown. In 1954 passenger fatalities in cars and taxis 
averaged 2.6 persons per 100 million miles driven. 


At present ‘there are more than 75 committees and 
groups involved in aviation facilities matters. After 
the Budget Bureau report came out Pres. Eisenhower 
appointed a special White House assistant, Edward P. 
Curtis, of Rochester, N. Y., to mount a long-range 
coordinated study of the problem. The public, I pre- 
sume, will be relieved when it sees these efforts get 


“off the ground. 


Action a Must’ 


_ago, does not have a single large-scale reactor under 
construction today. 

“Even the British and the French are ahead of us 
in seeking to- bring the benefits of cheap atomic 
power to the world.” 

Holifield said that private industry cannot and will 
not go ahead with building large-scale reactors at 
this time because atomic power cannot yet be pro- 
duced at a competitive price compared to power 
from coal, water and other current sources. It is 
therefore necessary for the government to undertake 
the building of these reactors. 


Holifield said that government building of large- 
scale reactors is not only necessary, but the most fair 
way to use:taxpayers’ money since the results would 
be freely available to all private industry. It was 
vastly more. fair, he s2id, than guaranteeing certain 
private industries against loss, with these industries 
retaining the results of their experiments for theme 
selves. 
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A DRIVE TO MOBILIZE 20,000 signatures in support of improvements in the social security law 
gets underway as members of Dressmakers Local 22 of the Ladies’ Garment Workers line up to head 
the list. The New York Dressmakers Union petition calls on Congress to lower the retirement age for 
women to 62 and provide benefits for totally disabled workers beginning at the age of 50. 


Committee’s 11-Point Standards 
Rate Health, Welfare Agencies 


New York—An 11-point set of standards for evaluating voluntary health and welfare agencies, in- 
tended as a guide to affiliated organizations, has been announced by Chairman Joseph A. Beirne 
of the AFL-CIO Community Services Committee. 


The standards were approved by® 


the AFL-CIO Executive Council 
upon their presentation by Pres. 
George Meany. 

“It is our intention to encourage 
our unions and members to partic- 
ipate actively in developing the 
programs and policies of legitimate 
‘and worthwhile social service agen- 
cies,” explained Beirne, who also is 
president of the Communications 
Workers. 


Serve As Guide Posts 


“The 11 standards, as adopted by 
the AFL-CIO, will serve as guide 
posts to our unions and rhembers in 
their efforts to determine those 
agencies which merit community 
support. 

“We hope that the standards will 
act also as a guide in the develop- 
ment of new services and facilities 
and in the improvement of existing 
services and facilities.” 

The suggested standards are: 

. 1—The agency’s program should 
meet a real need without pointless 
duplication. 

2—Services rendered should be 
based on need, regardless of the 
cause of the need. 

3—Social agencies should have 
adequate and responsible govern- 
ing bodies, meeting regularly, and 


Milwaukee Unionist 
School Board Head 


Milwaukee, Wis.—For the 
second consecutive year, the 
Milwaukee School Board has 
picked an active trade union- 
ist as its president. 

Last year it was George 
Hampel, Jr., former public 
relations director for the Wis- 
consin Federation of Labor. 
This year it’s Mrs. Elizabeth 
Holmes, a former president 
of the Milwaukee Teachers 
Union, a one-time delegate to 
the Milwaukee Federated 
Trades Council, and a former 
vice president of the Wiscon- 
sin Federation of Teachers. 
Mrs. Holmes has been a 
member of the school board 
since 1949, 


broadly representative of the com- 
munity, including organized labor. 

4—The agency should maintain 
high standards of operational effi- 
ciency. 

5—The agency should have an 
annual audit and publish an annual 
financial statement. 


No Discrimination 


6—There should be no discri- 
mination, either in rendering serv- 


hold 


more expensive furniture. 
In addition, it alleges that 


‘Bait’ Ads, Phony Claims 
Charged to Retailer 


New York—The Federal Trade C 
down on an alleged retail practicioner of the use of “bait” 
advertising and of phony claims of fantastic savings on house- 

furnishi 


A commission complaint alleges that Schlossmans, Inc., ad- 
vertises in newspaper merchandise it does not intend to sell, 
and merchandise purportedly marked down from prices which, 
in fact, are fictitious. The company will answer at a hearing 
before an FTC examiner here on Sept. 13. 

Among other things, according to the complaint, the firm 
advertised what it described as 2 $306 living room set of nine 
pieces, for the “first time in America,” at $169, a “saving” of 
$137. This is not a bona fide offer, the complaint states, but 
a method for developing leads on prospective purchasers of 


covers” contained no foam rubber, and that “hair upholstered 
innerspring mattress(es)” were not hair upholstered. 


has cracked 


advertised “foam rubber slip 


ice, in hiring policies, or in the 
selection of boards and commit- 
tees. 

7—The agency should be willing 
to cooperate with other agencies 
and community groups in planning 
(a) to improve, expand or modify 
existing services; (b) to create new 
services and facilities to meet un- 
met needs, and (c) to develop pro- 
grams of broad social action. 

8—Personnel practices should 
recognize the employes’ right to a 
“just wage” and decent working 
conditions, and the right of the 
employes to organize into a union 
of their own choosing. 

9—The agency in its fund-raising 
efforts should use ethical means of 
publicity, promotion and _ solicita- 
tion of funds. 

10—The agency should maintain 
an active program of interpretation 
to keep the community informed 
of its services and objectives. 

11—The agency should recog- 
nize and promote the essential dig- 
nity of the person, and its records 
should remain confidential. 


Newspaper Guild Eyes 
More Pay, Less Hours 


Toronto, Ont.—The 28,000-member American Newspaper Guild, 
holding its 23rd annual convention here, was urged to set its sights 
on higher wages and shorter hours. 

Joseph Collis, ANG president, indicated the union’s future goals 
by pointing out that one guild contract already has achieved a 


$200-a-week minimum in one clas-® 


sification, and that a four-day week 
may not be far off at another pub- 
lication. 

One-third of the guild member- 
ship already is covered by 35-hour 
week contracts, Collis added, while 
a number of contracts have 
achieved $150-a-week minimums 
for key employes. 

Hit Long Contracts 

As the convention opened, there 
was strong indication a policy 
against contracts running more than 
two years would be adopted. Such 
a move had the support of ANG 
Officers. 

William J. Farson, executive vice 
president of the ANG, told the con- 
vention of the “excellent assistance 
and, cooperation from the AFL- 
CIO” in getting federally charted 
locals in the guild’s jurisdiction to 
affiliate with the ANG. 

“We already have had some suc- 
cess in this field in the affiliation of 
federally chartered locals in Rich- 
mond, Calif., and Washington, 
D. C.,” Farson said. 

Newspaper publishers came in 


‘for some sharp criitcism from Col- 


lis, who charged they did “practi- 
cally nothing” about the need for 
expansion of newsprint facilities. 
Most of such expansion now under 
way is coming from venture capi- 
talists, Collis said. The guild should 
goad the publishers into some effi- 
ciency, Collis said. 

Several representatives from 
Canada’s united labor movement 
addressed convention delegates as 
guest speakers. A. R. Mosher, hon- 
orary president of the Canadian 
Labor Congress, and Gordon G. 
Cushing, executive vice president 
of the CLC, spoke at the evening 
banquet. 

Mosher, known as the “grand 
old man of Canadian labor,” intro- 


| duced Cushing, who told delegates 


and their guests the CLC was seek- 
ing a national health insurance plan 
as part of its legislative program. 
The former Trades and Labor Con- 
gress and Canadian Congress of 
Labor merged last May to form 
the CLC. ; 


Warn on ‘New Look’ 


Bolesla Wierzbianski of Poland 
and M. F. Ondrus of Czechoslo- 
vakia, representatives of the Intl. 
Federation of Free Journalists, an 
organization of exiled newspaper- 
men, warned the convention not 
to be fooled by the “new look” in 
Russia. 


Speaking at the convention’s sec- 
ond morning session, Mrs. Esther 
Murray, co-director of Women’s 
Activities, AFL-CIO COPE, told of 
her recent trip to Israel. 

Mrs. Murray told delegates of 
the dramatic work being done in 
Israel in health, education, and in 


lines and reservoirs. 

“The planning that is bidadting 
back. the land is a planning from 
the ranks of labor,” Mrs. Murray 


are leaders from Histradut, Israel’s 
labor movement.” 


Retain Setup _ 

In convention action, delegates 
voted against a full-time president, 
thus retaining ANG’s present ad- 
ministrative setup of a working- 
member president, and two full- 
time paid officers, the executive vice 
president and secretary-treasurer. 

Delegates voted to establish a 
committee to survey possibilities of 
holding biennial conventions, with 
regional conferences to be held in 
off-years. Presently, conventions 
are annual, and officers elected 
every two years. There is no elec- 
tion this year. 

Following an evening-long de- 
bate, delegates voted by roll-call 
vote to uphold a recommendation 
by the executive board to dismiss 
an ANG staff member on charges 
of incompetence. 


Clerks to Boycott 
Montgomery Ward 

A boycott against Montgomery 
Ward stores has been called for by 
the Retail Clerks as a result of the 
chain’s refusal to bargain in good 
faith. 

RCIA Organization Dir. A. B. 
Crossler said the union has 57 l- 
cals certified as bargaining agent 
for Montgomery Ward stores and 
that negotiations have been in prog- 
ress for many months without re- 
sult. 

Crossler listed complaints against 
the firm as refusal to bargain in 
good faith, refusal to provide wage 
data, refusal to bargain on classi- 
fications, refusal to pay overtime at 


time and a half rates, refusal to 
grant a five-day, 40-hour week and 


refusal to arbitrate. 


Labor Leaders Inaugurate Plan 
Of Public Relations for Unions 


Los Angeles—More than 200 AFL-CIO leaders inaugurated a new educational program in “Public 
Relations for Labor Unions” during a day-long conference at Los Angeles State College of Applied 


Arts and Sciences. 


Principal speakers were Gordon‘ 


H. Cole, president of the Intl. Labor 
Press Association, and Guy Nunn, 
director of the Radio-TV Dept. of 
the United Auto Workers. 

Cole, who is also director of pub- 
lic relations for the Intl. Associa- 
tion of Machinists, declared that 
the real secret of a union public 
relations program is that “there are 
no secrets.” 


Draws Comparison 


“People must know us, like us 
and trust us if we are to overcome 
the propaganda put out against la- 
bor by the National Association of 
Manufacturers and other anti-union 
front groups,” he said. 


Referring to the newspaper head- 
lines making it appear that organ- 


ized labor is riddled with gangster- 
ism, Cole pointed out that 35 un- 
ion representatives were indicted 
out of 480,000 AFL-CIO union offi- 
cials in the United States. 

During the same period, the U. S. 
Dept. of Justice charged 42 bank 
employes with fraud and embezzle- 
ment and proved 35 of them guilty. 
These 35 were from the 490,000 
employes of 13,000 banks in the 
nation. 

The difference was, Cole ex- 
plained, that the press devoted huge 
stories to the gangsterism of 35 un- 
ion representatives but very little 
space to the fraud practiced by 35 
bank representatives. 

Nunn proposed that union-spon- 
sored radio or TV newscasts be 


used to check misleading newspaper 


stories and force more fair and hon- 
est coverage of events important to 
organized labor. 

UAW Has System 

The UAW, he said, has developed 
such a system in its radio programs 
in the Detroit and Chicago areas. 

“When the paper comes out dur- 
ing the day with a misleading story, 
we immediately get the facts and in 
a broadcast the same day tell our 
audience what the newspaper says 
and what the truth is,” Nunn ex- 
plained. 

“We've found that the newspa- 
pers immediately begin to be a great 
deal more careful in what they 
print as soon as they find out we're 
ready to slap them with the facts 
and thus destroy the confidence of 
their readers.” 


fel “tele Tt 
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Red Poland Leaders 
Exacting Vengeance 


By-Gervase N. Love 


The panicky Communist government of Poland, its leaders di- 
vided among themselves, has begun moving to exact vengeance from 
the workers whose strike for bread and freedom ripped apart the 
facade of lies about this particular branch of the “workers” paradise.” 

At the same time it was proclaiming to a doubting world that it 


had no intention of collecting an® 


eye for an eye or a tooth for a 
tooth, its army and secret police 
were pouring through the homes of 
workers in Poznan, where the strike 
took place, and arresting hundreds 
of suspected ringleaders. 

It tipped its hand when it replied 
that: leaders of the walk out “must 
be brought to justice” in answer to 
a plea of 50 Labor Party members 
of the British Parliament for “gen- 
erous. restraint in dealing with the 
workers and citizens of Poznan.” 


_ Workers Menaced 

The. anti-aircraft weapons, tanks 
and machine guns used to quell the 
demand.of the workers for a better 
way: of life still stood at street cor- 
ners and. other strategic spots. The 
men and women forced back to 
their jobs by hunger and force had 
to march past their menace on 
their way to and from work. 

Signs that the Red government 
which has foisted itself on’ Poland 
was still rocking from the shock of 
the strike were many. 

The minister of the motor in- 
dustry, Julian Tokarski, whose 
jurisdiction included the Stalin Mo- 
tor Works where the strike was 
spawned, was just as summarily 
dumped by his Communist col- 
Jeagues in the leadership. 

The leadership of the Polish 
United Workers, the alias the Com- 
munist Party uses, was divided on 
whether it would “broaden” the 
mis-named liberalization program 
it has followed since the Stalin 
downgrading began, or return to 
the tough policy previously in 
force. 


Stories Recanted 


The government recanted its 
first blundering denunciation of 
“foreign imperialists,” especially 
the U.S., for fomenting the walk- 
out that cost an undetermined 
number of workers their lives. The 
same controlled newspapers that 
printed the original charge later 
turned their columns over to 
lengthy articles on the workers’ 
legitimate grievances and the im- 
plications of the “hostile” demon- 
stration against the government. 


A reflection of the so-called “lib- 
eralization” policy came in an- 
nouncements of a 15 percent gen- 
eral wage increase and a refund 
of excessive income taxes exacted 
over the last three years. The first 
installment of the refund was paid 
in Poznan and totalled $1.2 mil- 
lion zlotys. A zloty is worth 25 
cents officially, but only a fraction 
of that in buying power. 

Meantime, free labor throughout 
the world continued to hail ‘the 
heroic Poznan workers, and re- 
newed its pledges of moral and fi- 
nancial support. 

The Intl. Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions’ Executive Board, 
meeting in Brussels, called on the 
Intl. Labor Organization and the 
United Nations Commission on Hu- 
man Rights to intervene. , 


Help for Families 


It also undertook to help the 
families of slain workers through 
its Intl. Solidarity Fund. The AFL- 
CIO, Letter Carriers and Railway 
Labor Executives Association have 
contributed $161,000 to this fund, 
set up after the East Berlin work- 
ers’ uprising of 1953 to provide aid 
to victims’ families and to keep the 
spark of freedom alive behind the 
Iron Curtain. - 

U.S.” labor leaders, meantime, 
beamed messages of sympathy and 
hope to Poland and other Commu- 
nist-dominated countries over Radio 
Free Europe. i 

AFL-CIO Vice Pres. James B. 
Carey, chairman of the AFL-CIO 
Civil Rights Committee, demanded 
that “elemental democratic justice” 
be accorded workers tried as a re- 
sult of the strike. Pres. David J. 
McDonald of the Steelworkers 
called the “defiance of the Soviet 
forces of oppression a glowing tes- 
timonial to the fact that. the Com- 
munist promise is a lie.” 

Pres. Joseph N. Curran of the 
Maritime Union voiced his mem- 
bers’ “heartfelt hope that your bat- 
tle will succeed.” Pres. Jacob S. 
Potofsky of the Clothing Workers 
told the Polish workers “they do 


not stand and fight alone.” 


BROAD PROBLEMS of jurisdiction were discussed by a special subcommittee of the AFL-CIO Ex- 


ecutive Council in Washington. Seated around the table, from left, are Vice Presidents Mautice. 
Hutcheson, Carpenters; Harry Bates, Bricklayers; L. S. Buckmaster, Rubber Workers; Walter P, Reu- 
ther, Auto Workers; General Counsel Albert Woll; Special Counsel Arthur J. Goldberg; Vice Presi- 
dent James B. Carey, Electrical Workers; David J. McDonald, Steelworkers; Joseph Keenan, Broth- 
erhood of Electrical Workers; Pres. George Meany and Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler. Meany and 
Schnitzler are ex-officio members of the subcommittee. Carey sat in on the group’s discussion. 


$3.65 Billion Aid Bill 
Approved; Blow to Ike 


The House gave Pres. Eisenhower his second major setback in 
as many days in approving a $3,655,000,000 appropriation for 


foreign aid. 


As the Senate had done 48 hours 
earlier in passing an authorization 
bill limiting appropriations to $4 
billion, the House ignored the chief 
executive’s renewed plea for a 
strong mutual aid program backed 
by “ample” funds. 

Tabor Stuns House 

The vote on the appropriation 
bill was 284 to 120. For the 
measure were 160 Democrats and 
124 Republicans; against it, 50 
Democrats and 70 Republicans. 

It followed a day of debate which 
produced the unusual spectacle of 
Rep. John Taber (R-N.Y.), the 
House’s outstanding champion of 
economy and cuts in appropria- 
tions, appealing for at least $4 
billion. 

“I’ve heard things today that I 
never expected to hear,” marvelled 
Rep. Henderson Lanham (D-Ga.). 

Eisenhower's appeal for a boost 
came between the House and Sen- 
ate votes on the authorization bill. 
Originally he had sought $4.9 bil- 
lion. Later, he expressed willing- 


b 
ANOTHER STATE LABOR MERGER took place when local unions of the former CIO in South 
Dakota, one of two states where there was no industrial union council, joined the 35-year-old South 


Dakota Federation of Labor. 


group are, left to right, Sec.-Treas. Francis McDonald of the South Dakota federation; Harold Seavey, 
assistant director, and Carl Winn, director, AFL-CIO Region 13; South Dakota State Federation 
Pres, Albert J. Maag, and Pres. Robert Olson of the Minnesota State Federation of Labor. 


ness to settle for the $4.5 billion 


Pictured at ceremonies presenting the new charter for the merged 


ceiling the Senate had approved 
after the House had voted for a 
$3.8 billion top authorization. The 
$4 billion was recommended by 
a compromise committee. 

In his plea for additional funds, 
Eisenhower said “there can be no 


Judgment Based 
On Ike and GM 


The real makers of the Ad- 
ministration’s policies may 
have been revealed during the 
House debate on the mutual 
security authorization bill by 
Minority Leader Joseph W. 
Martin (R-Mass.) with a 
frankness that no doubt em- 
barrassed some Republicans. 

Martin, seeking an increase 
in the $4 billion authorization 
recommended by House-Sen- 
ate conferees, told the House 
he based his foreign aid posi- 
tion on “the judgment of the 
President and General Mo- 
tors.” What he may have had 
in mind was the General 
Staff, a term applied to the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, but-—— 


peace in the world” in the absence 
of a strong mutual security pro- 
gram. 

“It is not enough,” he said, “to 
put our money for defense only 
into our own armed_forces. We 
must continue building mutual se- 
curity through cooperation with 
our friends abroad.” 

He reminded Congress that the 
Marshall Plan, which cost $12 bil- 
lion, “saved Free Europe from 
communism.” 


Fred Hoehler Joins 
University Staff 


Fred K. Hoehler, Jr., has re- 
signed as assistant director of the 
AFL-CIO Dept. of Social Security 
to become associate director of the 
labor program service at Michigan 
State University’s new Labor and 
Industrial Relations Center. 

Prior to joining the staff of the 
former AFL in 1954, he had been 
acting head of the Labor Education 
Service at Pennsylvania State Uni- 


Committee | 
Okays Plan 
On Disputes 


Proposals for ending a dispute 
over jurisdiction on construction 
projects in existing industrial enter- 
prises have been approved by a 
special subcommittee of the AFL- 
CIO Executive Council. 

The proposals will be placed be- 
fore a meeting of the joint com- 
mittee of the Industrial Union 
Dept. and the Building & Con- 
struction Trades Dept. on Aug. 6 
for possible ratification. 

Endorse Proposals 

The Executive Council group 
met July 10 and endorsed the pro- 
posals during the course of a two- 


hour ‘meeting. Earlier the same day 
there had been a meeting of the 
AFL-CIO Executive Committee. 


Th subcommittee on the building 


| trades-industrial union dispute had 


been named by the Executive 
Council at its session early in June: 
Its members, in addition to AFL- 
CIO Pres. George Meany and Sec. 
Treas. Schnitzler, are: Pres. Mau- 
rice Hutcheson of the Carpenters, 
Pres. Harry Bates of the Brick- 
layers, Sec.-Treas. Joseph Keenan 
of the Intl. Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers; Pres. Walter Reu- 
ther of the Auto Workers; Pres. 
David J. McDonald of the Steel- 
workers, and Pres. L. S. Buckmas- 
ter of the Rubber Workers. 


Referred to Council 

General Counsel Albert J. Woll 
and Special Counsel Arthur J. 
Goldberg attended the July 10 
session. 

The joint committee of the 
Building Trades and Industrial 
Union departments was authorized 
by a convention resolution last De- 
cember. After a number of sessions 
in which it sought unsuccessfully 
to work ‘out a solution to jurisdic- 
tional matters the subject was re- 
ferred to the Executive Council. 


Puerto Rico Labor 
Merger Postponed 


San Juan, Puerto Rico—Merger 
of the Puerto Rico Federation of 
Labor and the Puerto Rico Indus- 
trial Union-Council has been post- 
poned until early in September. 

Originally scheduled to take place 
July 20-22, the date has been 
changed so that the event tenta- 
tively will take place concurrently 


versity. 


with the island’s celebration of La- 
bor Day. : 
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“LISTENING INTENTLY as the Poznan uprising is discussed are these members of the Intl. Confeder- 

ation of Free Trade Unions’ Executive Board meeting in Brussels. 
Claude Jodoin and Sec.-Treas. Donald MacDonald of the Canadian Labor Congress, and Victor G. 
Reuther and Irving Brown, AFL-CIO alternate members; second row, left to right, Vice Pres. Lud- 
wig Rosenberg, German Federation of Trade Unions; Werner Bock, representing international trade 
secretariats, and Sec. Giacomo Bernasconi, Swiss Trade Union Congress. 


In front row, from left, are Pres. 


U. S. Criticized for Restrictions 


On Rights of Labor in Okinawa 


Brussels—The U.S. administration of Okinawa was sharply criticized for its restrictions on the rights 
of labor by a delegation of free trade unionists who surveyed social and economic conditions on the 
Pacific island for the Intl. Confederation of Free Trade Unions. 


the} 


Unions have been denied the‘ 
right to strike or process griev- 
ances, the mission reported to the 
ICFTU executive board. Workers 
employed directly by the US. 
through the U.S. Civil Adminis- 
tration of the Ryukyu Islands 
(USCAR) can organize unions 
only if “they do not propose to 
enter into collective bargaining.” 

A “stupid and uneconomic” wage 
control system, the report said, has 
led to racial wage discrimination 
and “to freezing living standards at 
a disgracefully low level” with an 
“indefensible low minimum and 


maximum.” 


As a horrible example, the in- 
vestigators cited a wage structure 
set up by the Army Engineers un- 
der which an American receives a 
minimum of $1.20 an hour and a 
maximum of $6.52, but an Okina- 
wan cannot be paid less than 10 
cents an hour or more than 36 
cents. 

The ICFTU mission was headed 
by George L-P Weaver, of the 
AFL-CIO Dept. of Civil Rights, as 
chairman. Other members includ- 
ed Gordon Chapman, of the State, 
County & Municipal Employes; 
Tatsuo Horiuchi, who was -secre- 


ICFTU Names Millard 
Director of Organization 
Brussels—Vice Pres. C. H. Millard of the Canadian Labor Con- 


gress, the Canadian director for the Steelworkers, has been named 
organization director of the Intl. Confederation of Free Trade 


Unions. 

His selection for the post, created 
by the ICFTU’s 1955 congress, was 
made by the organization’s execu- 
tive board. Millard, widely known 
in the international trade union 
movement, was a representative of 
the former Canadian Congress of 
Labor when the ICFTU was found- 
ed in London in 1949. 


Worked for GM 
Soft - spoken but hard - hitting, 
Charles Hibbert Millard, who cele- 
brates his 60th birthday next month, 
emerged from World War I as a 
company sergeant-major and one of 
the youngest warrant officers in the 


a Expeditionary Force. 

A native of St. Thomas, Ont., he 
began to practice his trade of cabi- 
net maker in Oshawa, Ont., then 
as now one of General Motors’ 
Canadian production centers. 

But when the depression came, 
he lost his job—and gained his first 
organizing experience, forming his 
jobless fellow-workers into the 
Oshawa Unemployed Association 
and being elected president. 

As the depression eased, Millard 
went to work in the GM body shop. 
When the former CIO crossed the 
border, he helped form the Auto 
Workers’ first Canadian unit, Local 
222, and led it through the his- 
toric, victorious strike of 1937. 

He became UAW Canadian di- 
rector, then CIO representative in 
Canada. In 1940, he helped or- 
ganize the former Canadian Con- 
gress of Labor, being elected a vice 
president, and the same year was 
named head of the Steel Workers 
Organizing Committee in Canada 
by the late Philip Murray. 

As representative of the CCL, 
he played an important part in the 
development of international trade 
unionism following World War II, 
serving as-an alternate member of 
the Executive Board of the Intl. 
Confederation of Free Trade Un- 
ions. 


tary, and Ushitaro Okamoto, of 
the Coordinating Committee of 
ICFTU-affiliated unions in Japan. 
Gen. Sec. Jose J. Hernandez of the 
Philippines Trade Union’ Congress 
was appointed a member, but was 
unable to serve. 

The regulations that so sharply 
restrict the rights of unions, the re- 
port pointed out are “obviously” 
patterned on the Taft-Hartley Act. 


Eight Separate Forms 


Further regulations require a un- 
ion to fill out eight separate forms 
to obtain government recognition. 
As a result only five unions have 
been recognized, and union organ- 
ization is to all intents and pur- 
poses denied 52,000 of the approxi- 
mately 82,000 workers in the labor 
force. 

The mission also was sharply 
critical of U.S. land policies. Seiz- 
ure of nearly 17 percent of the total 
farm area for military purposes was 
done with no consideration for its 
social results, the report said, and 
has created 50,000 landless fami- 
lies. 


ICFTU Spurs Global - 
Fight for Free Labor 


(Continued from Page ee 


investigate. (For story on Po- 

‘and, see Page 13.) 

Four new organizations were 
voted into ICFTU membership 
from British Honduras, Ceylon and 
Japan, individual labor unions—the 
controversial Union Generale des 
Travailleurs' Al geriens— General 
Union of Algerian Workers, with 
an estimated 100,000 members 
which, because of current French 
policy, is regarded as “illegal.” 

Nevertheless after some debate, 
the board voted admission of this 
North African country’s labor 
movement. With that vote came 
an ICFTU resolution protesting 
“repressive measures taken against 
the Algerian free trade union move- 
ment” and demanding. their libera- 
tion. Funds for the support of 
families of arrested Algerian trade 
union leaders were voted. 


Protest French Action 

The ICFTU protested the “arbi- 
trary measures” of French Resident 
Minister Robert Lacoste of Algeria 
“in forbidding entry into Algeria” 
of Irving Brown, AFL-CIO repre- 
sentative on the ICFTU Executive 
Board, as part of a mission of in- 
quiry into Algerian trade union 
conditions. Gen. Sec. J. H. Olden- 
broek was ordered “to inform per- 
sonally the French prime minister 
of the executive board’s decision.” 

One of the major decisions was 
to hold a conference some time in 
November of all African labor or- 
ganizations ihterested in free trade 
union principles. Object of the 
conference would be eventually to 
establish a regional organization for 
Africa, just as there already are 
regional organizations for the 
Americas, Asia and Europe. 

Affiliates in Africa include Al- 
geria, Tunisia, Moroco, the Gold 
Coast, Gambia, Kenya, British 
Cameroons, Libya, Northern Rho- 
desia and Sierra Leone. The invi- 
tations would go to other labor 
movements on the continent re- 
garded as free trade unions, 

On the issue of Cyprus, the 
ICFTU reaffirmed its previous posi- 
tion urging immediate self-govern- 
ment for the Cypriotes. It also 
urged that Britain “should forth- 
with accept the principle of self- 
determination and declare its readi- 
ness to negotiate with a government 
so formed.” 

The ICFTU is going to send a 
representative to Cyprus to visit 
Michael Pissas, general secretary of 
the Cyprus Workers’ Confederation 
and ICFTU Executive Board mem- 


ber, who is under arrest along with 
other free trade: union officials. 


Financial aid to families of im. 
prisoned trade “unionists was au 
thorized. 
Attack Trujillo 

The board, accepting a report 
which described the Trujillo dicta. 
torship in the Dominican Republic 
as “one of the most vicious” in the 
world,. voted to consider a full- 
scale boycott of the country. 

The boycott would: implement 
the ICFTU campaign against “the 
policy of terror, crime and persecu- 
tion pursued by the Trujillo regime, 
as well as against -its intrigues 
abroad and its murderous attacks 
on foes.” A final recommendation 
on the boycott will be made by a 


ICFTU Will Hold 
Congress in Tunis 
Brussels—As a symbol of 
the significant growth of Af- 
Fica in free trade unionism, 
the ICFTU. Executive Board 
has voted to hold its Fifth 
World Congress in Tunis, 
capital city of Tunisia, and 
now a full-fledged self-gov- 
erning country recently freed 
from French colonial rule. 
Until now, biennial world 
congresses had been held in 
European cities—London, 
1949; Milan, 1951; Stock- 


holm, 1953, and Vienna, 
1955. An interim meeting in 
1952 was held in Berlin. 

The Tunis invitation was 
extended by ICFTU board 
member Ahmed Ben Salah, 
youthful general secretary of 
the Tunisian Workers’ Union. 
This is undoubtedly the first 
major international trade 
union meeting in African 
history. 


conference of ICFTU affiliates in 
the Caribbean and Latin American 
areas and the Intl. Transportwork- 
ers Federation. 

The AFL-CIO was represented 
by AFL-CIO European Rep. Irving 
Brown and Victor G. Reuther, as- 
sistant to tthe president of the Auto 
Workers, as alternates for AFL- 
CIO Pres. George Meany and Vice 
Pres. Walter P. Reuther. 

At a meeting of the ICFTU Con- 
sultative Council, Reuther urged 
the regional bodies and the interna- 
tional trade secretariats to “concen- 
trate their energies and manpower 
on practical trade union objectives 
not only in the fight against com- 
munism, but also in fighting reac- 
tionary government and employ- 
ers.” 


j 


‘AU REVOIR, BUT NOT GOODBYE,’ Ernst Schwarz, center, tells some of his colleagues at 
the banquet marking his retirement after four decades of service to the international labor move- 
ment. In the usual order are Paul K. Reed, United Mine Workers representative; Sec.-Treas. Frank 
L. Noakes, Maintenance of Way Employes; AFL-CIO Latin American Rep. Serafino Romualdi; 
Schwarz; Dir. George Brown of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Intl. Affairs, AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. Wil- 
liam F. Schnitzler, and R. J. Thomas, assistant to AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany. 
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AFL-CIO DELEGATION to the Intl: Labor Organization’s conference in Geneva, representing U.S. 
workers, took time out from the sessions for this photograph. Left to right are Treas. Thomas Mur- 
phy, Bricklayers; Pres. Harry Sayre, Paperworkers; AFL-CIO Vice Prés. James B. Carey, president of 
the Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers; AFL-CIO Intl. Rep. George P. Delaney, the official. worker 
delegate; Sec.-Treas. C. J. Haggerty, California Federation of Labor; Sec.-Treas. George J. Richard- 


son, Firefighters, and Harry Pollak, AFL-CIO Dept. of Intl. Affairs. 


ILO Adopts Social, Economic Resolutions 


Geneva—The 39th Intl. Labor Organization conference did a lot more than lay the groundwork for 


next year’s meeting to outlaw slave labor. 


The fight for approval of the text of a proposed convention banning forced labor, and its placing 
on the agenda for the 1957 conference, won most of the headlines, but the ILO took other important | 


stéps in its long-range drive for social and economic justice. 


The conference which ended here‘ 


recently adopted two recommenda- 
tion’, one to promote vocational 
training in agriculture, the other on 
welfare facilities for workers. It 
adopted resolutions on automation, 
shortening of the work week, aboli- 
tion of wage discrimination based 
on sex, and disarmament. In addi- 
tion to the forced labor conven- 
tion, it put on next year’s agenda 
a convention and a recommenda- 
tion on weekly rest in commerce 
and offices; and a convention and 
a recommendation on the protec- 
tion and integration of indigenous 
peoples. é 
Workers in Leading Role 

In all of these actions the U. S. 
worker group, with AFL-CIO Intl. 
Rep. George P. Delaney, the worker 
delegate, played leading roles. 

Delaney’s advisors, who rep- 
resented him at committee meet- 
ings, helped formulate positions 
and maintained liaison with other 
worker delegations, including AFL- 
ClO Vice Pres. James B. Carey, 
president of the Electrical, Radio 
& Machine Workers; Pres. Harry 
Sayre of the Paperworkers; Sec.- 


Treas. C. J. Haggerty of the Cali- 


fornia Federation of Labor; Sec.- 
Treas. George J. Richardson of the 
Firefighters, and Treas. Thomas 
Murphy of the Bricklayers. 


Harry Pollak of the AFL-CIO 


Dept. of Intl Affairs, gave staff 
assistance. 

The agricultural vocational train- 
ing recommendation suggested that 
such education be provided and or- 
ganized in an effective, rational, sys- 
tematic and coordinated program, 
the objectives of which should in- 
clude more effective use of labor, 
land and capital; higher incomes 
and. standards of living, and the de- 
velopment of greater satisfaction in 
farm work. 

On welfare facilities for work- 


Union Help Asked 
For Refugee Fund 


New York—The urgency of 
early contributions by international 
unions and their members to the 
United Nations Refugee Fund was 
emphasized by Peter Casson, secre- 
tary of the UNREF executive com- 
mittee, in a recent appeal. 

Th AFL-CIO made a token con- 
tribution of $2,000 to the fund in 
May by vote of the Executive 
Council. It was presented to the 
late Dr. G. J. van Heuven Goed- 
hart, UN high commissioner for 
refugees, at a luncheon in Washing- 
ton at which he reported that gov- 
ernments supporting the fund were 
+more than $1 million short in their 
1955 payments. 


Intl. Rep. George P. Delaney 
sessions. 


existence. 


Delaney Praises ILO 


Action on Slave Labor 


Action of the 39th conference of the Intl. Labor Organiza- 
tion in placing a convention outlawing forced labor on next 
year’s agenda was hailed as a major step forward by AFL-CIO 


Delaney, U.S. worker delegate at the conference, has long 
been in the forefront of the fight to drive slave labor out of 


“The opportunity is now afforded the progressive forces in 


on his return from the Geneva. 


Ve- 
nk 
di; 
Vil- 


this country to create the kind of public opinion necessary to 
provide the impetus for strengthening of the U.S. position on 
the adoption and ratification of such a convention,” he said. 

“This can be done only if all elements can forcefully utilize 
their political strength to prevail upon the State Dept. to aban- 
don its policy on non-support for the adoption of ULO con- 
ventions. Ta" oe 

“The result of the work of the ILO Forced Labor Commit- 
tee points up the role of free labor throughout the world, and 
the need for cooperation and unity, in eliminating the inhu- 
man use of forced labor. 

“In reflecting on the conclusions of the conference, govern- 
ments should give attention to the need for drafting a final 
text which they can ratify and implement. They must not per- 
mit emotions to detract from the principal task of abolishing 
forced labor for political, coercive or educational purposes.” 


‘1134, New Westminster, with the 


ers, guidance was provided on such 
aims as feeding and rest facilities 
in or near the work-place, recrea- 
tional facilities other than holiday 
accommodations, and _ transporta- 
tion where public facilities are not 
available. It was suggested these be 
required by law, by a competent 
authority after consultation with 
worker and employer organizations, 
or by collective bargaining. 

Act on Automation 


The resolution on automation 
cited the “profound impact” on so- 
cial and labor policy, and urged ac- 
tion to help all countries adjust 
themselves to the changes that are 
in sight with a minimum of social 
and economic dislocation, and with 
assurance that all sectors of the 
community will share the benefits. 


“New possibilities” for shorter 
work weeks were pointed up in 
view of rapid technical and scien- 
tific progress. The resolution pro- 
posed that the question be put on 
the agenda for an early conference. 


The resolution on equal pay for 
equal work was passed by a vote of 
139 to 23, with 23 abstentions. It 
asked that the principle be imple-* 


Canada Coach 
Union Gains 
Pay Increase 


Vancouver, B. C.—Three divi- 
sions of the Street, Electric Rail- 
way & Motor Coach Employes 
were awarded record-breaking wage 
increases totaling 28.5 cents an 
hour over two years by decision of 
a three-man Board of Conciliation. 


The award is one of the largest 
ever handed down in Canada. It 
means that beginning Jan. 1, 1958, 
the hourly rate for operators will 
be $1.96 an hour, and for mechan- 
ics $2.105 an hour. 

It grew out of joint contract 
negotiations by Div. 101, Vancou- 
ver; Div. 109, Victoria, and Div. 


British Columbia Electric Railway 
Co. It is subject to acceptance by 
both the workers and the company. 

Broken down, the award pro- 
vides for a general wage increase 
of 14.5 cents an hour retroactive to 


June 1; another 7 cents on June 1, 
1957, and still another 7 cents on 


MULTILINGUAL simultaneous interpretation system used at 
conferences really works, these Americans quickly learned. 
Treas. George J. Richardson, Firefighters, is at the left.and Pres. 
Harry Sayre, Paperworkers, at the right. 
Augustine B. Kelley (D-Pa.), an advisor to the U.S. government del- 
egation, who had to fly home for a vote on the school bill, and 
Mrs, Kelley. ~ ; 


mented by legislation, collective 


bargaining, a combination of both, 
or by other means. 


On disarmament, previous reso- 
lutions were recalled and the hope 
was expressed that the work of the 
United Nations’ Disarmament Com- 
mission would be brought to a 
speedy conclusion. 


Largest on Record 


The convention on weekly rest 
in commerce and trade to be acted 
on next year provided for an unin- 
terrupted 24 hours away from’ the 
place of employment. The recom- 
mendation proposed that it be cal- 
culated from midnight to midnight, 
and that at least one and a half 
days’ rest be given workers under 
18, 

The proposed convention and 
recommendation on indigenous peo- 
ples, also for action next year, 
would deal with general policies of 
governments, the rights and duties 


— 


ILO 
Sec.= / 


Between them are Rep. 


of unintegrated indigenous peoples, 
land, recruitment and conditions of 
work, and vocational training: In 
addition, they would deal with ques- 
tions like handicrafts and rural in- 
dustries, health, social security, edu- 
cation, communications with gov- 
ernments, and administrative prob- 
lems. ; 


The conference was the largest 
on record. More than 800 dele- 
gates, advisors and observers were 
present from 73 member-coun- 
tries—the total was increased to 76 
with the admission during the con- 
ference of Morocco, Tunisia and 
the Sudan—and nine territories. 

Twenty-seven ministers of labor 
and social affairs and Vice Pres. 
Joao Goulart, a recent visitor to 
AFL-CIO headquarters in Wash- 
ington, addressed the sessions. 

Jean Mori, a secretary of the 
Swiss Trade Union Federation, was 
unanimously elected worker vice 


president. 
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Ike ‘Bubbles Out’ | 
Intention of Running 


Pres. Eisenhower is still running for re-election, he told Republi- 


can congressional leaders, and he feels “in better condition” after | 


his abdominal operation than he did when he made his Feb. 29 
formal announcement for a second term. 


The President told the GOP legislators who visited in Gettysburg t 


that he plans a “vigorous cam-® 
paign.” His statement of his con- 
tinued candidacy “just bubbled out” 
during the conference, Sen. Lever- 
ett Saltonstall (R-Mass.) said. 


Adlai Out Front 


As the Democrats moved into the 
final month of their pre-convention 
campaign, former Goy. Adlai E. 
Stevenson of Illinois was definitely 
the front runner for the presidential 
nomination. 

Gov. Averell Harriman of New 
York was considered by most ob- 
servers as the principal challenger 
to Stevenson following the Illinois 
candidate’s knockout victories over 
Sen. Estes Kafauver of Tennessee 
in the Florida and California pri- 
maries. 

Stevenson’s supporters claimed 
more than 500 votes on the first 
ballot, with 68614 votes needed for 
the bare majority to nominate. 

Reporters who saw Eisenhower 
on June 30, when he left Walter 
Reed Hospital in Washington to 
recuperate on his Gettysburg es- 
tate, and saw him again on July 
10, said his “color was better” but 
that he still looked somewhat thin. 

Nixon Running Mate 

GOP leaders promptly added to 
the Eisenhower announcement by 
saying that Vice Pres. Nixon would 
be the President’s running mate. 

Sen. Everett Dirksen (R-Ill.) said 
there was “no doubt” that Nixon 
would be the second place nominee. 

Democrats took the Eisenhower 
announcement calmly, indicating 
they had felt ever since the first 


physicians’ bulletins following the: 


operation on the President that 
Eisenhower intended to remain in 
_the race. 

Sen. Lyndon Johnson (D-Tex.) 
majority Senate floor leader re- 
vealed that the President had tele- 
phoned him personally, almost si- 
multaneously with his statement to 
Republican leaders, to say he would 
Tun again. 

Former Pres. Harry S. Truman 
said in Chicago that while “health” 
as such would not be a campaign 
issue, there would be a definite issue 
involving the charge that since 1953 
Eisenhower has been only a part- 
time President.” 

Cooper Reconsiders 

Eisenhower’s decision to remain 
in the race was telegraphed, for 
practical purposes, when former 
Sen. John Sherman Cooper an- 


nounced the preceding day that at 
the President’s personal request he 
would run for the Senate again in 
Kentucky. 

The Administration had. been 
anxious fog Cooper to run for the 
vacancy created by the death of 
Sen. Alben Barkley, but he had 
previously refused, saying he would 
return to India as ambassador. 

A factional split within the Dem- 
ocratic party in the state, however, 
encouraged Republicans to hope 
they could pick up the Barkley seat 
from the Democratic nominee, for- 
mer Gov. Lawrence Weatherby. At 
the President’s request, Cooper re- 
considered and said he would run. 

On the Democratic side, the 
party managers picked Gov. Frank 
Clement of Tennessee as keynote 
speaker for the nominating conven- 
tion opening in Chicago Aug. 13. 

Clement is an avowed supporter 
of Stevenson for the presidential 
nomination and is considered re- 
ceptive to the vice presidential nom- 
ination himself. 

The Republican convention key- 
noter, previously announced, will 
be Gov. Arthur Langlie of Wash- 
ing, who is running this year for 
the Senate against Sen. Warren G. 
Magnuson (D.). 


Prudential Agents 
Win New Contract 


Five months of negotiation, dyr- 


ing which 15,000 Prudential agents |- 


worked without a -contract, have 
ended with the collective bargain- 


ing committee of the Insurance|, 


Agents recommending acceptance 
of a new pact. 


The three-year agreement pro- 
vides a weekly pay increase of $5.70 
and a boost in employe benefits 
which will cost the company $1.03 
a week. 

The controversial debit article 
which snagged negotiations for 
months is part of the new agree- 
ment after assurances by the com- 
pany that they would not abuse 
their rights. IAIU Pres. George L. 
Russ said the union would watch 
the way the company operates un- 
der the article and added that “the 
Prudential Insurance Co. will be on 
public trial before its entire agency 
field force.” 
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tives, victim of 
jority of Republicans. 


The GOP members, ignoring Pres. Eisenhower’s requests, wrote 
into thé bill a revised version of the Powell anti-segregation amend- 


Death of School Aid Bill Charged 
Directly to Republican Party 


The Kelley aid to. schools bill is dead.in the House of-Representa- j=" 
opposition from an overwhelming ma- 


ate filibuster and killed the measure 
in the upper house if it had been 
passed by the House. 

But apparently fearing that the 
revised “rider” might not, after all, 
provoke a Senate filibuster, they 
switched on the final roll call and 
voted to kill the whole bill. 


Republicans Split 


The roll call showed only 77 
Democrats supporting the rewrit- 
ten rider offered by Rep. Adam 
Clayton Powell (D-N. Y.) to bar 
federal funds to school districts 
which were not “in compliance with 
Supreme Court decisions.” 


Democrats, 146 of them, includ- 


rags 


ATOMIC ENERGY was high on the agenda ofa peor luncheon sponsored by the Oil, Chemical 
and Atomic Workers. Sen.. Albert Gore (D-Tean.), author of the bill authorizing government con- 
struction of four large-scale atomic plants, and Chairman Clinton P. Anderson (D-N. M.) of the Joint 
Congressional Committee on Atomic Energy ‘(second and third from left) talk things over with Jack 
Curran and Elwood Swisher, OCAW vice presidents, and AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler, 


right 


ment that might have invited a Sen-® 


ing/some northern and western lib- 
erals, voted against it. 

The Republican delegation, dis- 
regarding Eisenhower’s expressed 
desire to keep school aid and school 
integration issues separate, split 148 
to 46 in favor of the Powell rider. 

The total vote put the rider into 
the bill by a count of 225 to 192. 

When the bill was called up for 
ne Passage, it was beaten 224 to 

Democrats voted for the meas- 
ure, 119 to 105. Republicans voted 
against it, 119 to 75. 

In closing debate, GOP orators 
argued that the bill was not what 
Eisenhower had requested from 
Congress. 

The House was voting on a bill, 
sponsored by Rep. Augustine B. 
Kelley (D-Pa.), to authorize $1.6 
billion in school aid across four 
years. Eisenhower had recom- 
mended only $1.25 billion in five 
years. , 

Alibi Bill Not Ike’s 

Republicans argued also that 
Democratic refusal to accept the 
President’s proposal of distributing 
federal funds by “need,” rather 
than according to the Kelley for- 
mula based on school-age popula- 
tion in the siersic made the bill 

“not Eisenhower’s 


In a long day of involved and 
confusing parliamentary maneuvers, 
however, the major facts seemed 
clear: 

About 50 of approximately 120 
Southern Democrats were flatly gp- 
posed to federal school aid on any 
terms. This became clear when, 
encouraged by Rep. Howard Smith 
(D-Va.), the 50 walked off the 
floor and “boycotted” an early 
vote on one version of the Powell 
rider. 

} The obvious effort was to let the 
rider be added to the bill, by the 
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device of withholding their votes 
against it, in hopes of inviting the 
presumed Senate filibuster. 

A large majority of Republicans 
also were flatly opposed to federal 
school. aid. 

They voted consistently in favor 
of the Powell rider, in its two 
forms. 

Powell had been urged by some 
liberals voluntarily to modify his 
original rider—setting a time limit 
for school districts to comply with 
the Supreme Court anti-segregation 
decision—and generalize it by 
merely providing that school dis- 
tricts should “comply” with court 
decisions generally. 

Powell rejected this language. 
In the end, he was compelled to 
adopt it because by a parliamentary 
move his original rider was killed. 

The GOP majority voted to pass 
the revised “rider.” Then they 
voted against the aid bill itself and 
killed it. 


IUD Digest Makes : 
Its Official Bow | 


The IUD Digest, a quar- 
terly published by the AFL- 
CIO Industrial Union Dept., 
has made its bow. 

Copies may be obtained 
from the TUD, 815 Sixteenth 
es ns ere 
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